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With regard  to property taxes 
on manufactured  housing 
communities, our 
recommendation is that you 
pay close attention to how your 
county values your property. 
Because the state legislature d id  
not appropriate any money to 
help local governments recover 
lost money from manufactured  
housing communities, 
apartments and nursing homes 
(the new multi-residential 
class), local governments are on 
their own on how to make up 
the d ifference.  Legislative 
leaders suggested that local 
governments tighten their belts 
and  become more efficient.  
However, it’s more likely that 
local governments will try to 
find ways not to lose the money 
in the first place. If local 
governments keep raising the 
value of your properties, then 
the loss could  be minimal or no 
loss at all, depending upon how 
aggressive the local 
governments become.  If 
taxpayers don’t appeal and 
protest, the inflated  values will 
remain and higher taxes will be 
paid , notwithstanding the 
increased  rollbacks. 

 

 
Pottawattamie County 

Gets Letter from IDOR 

Pottawattamie County became 
the third  county in Iowa to get 
a letter from the Iowa 
Department of Revenue 
(IDOR).  Pottawattamie County 
asked Don Hansen, owner of 
Bluff Acres, to send in his rent 
information and other financial 
documents.  The purpose of 

this request was to determine if 
Bluff Acres qualified for the 
new multi-residential category 
as of January 1, 2015.  The 
county was informed that the 
legislature had created  the new 
classification and that the 
county had no need to make 
any additional determinations. 
The county was also notified 
that all forms used  by the 
county needed to be approved 
by IDOR and that the forms in 
question had  not been 
approved.  Without such 
approval by IDOR, the material 
submitted  by the taxpayer 
could  not be kept confidential. 
 
 

Polk County Subpoena 

IMHA members, Jim and 
Marge Clark, report that Polk 
County has used  a subpoena 
duces tecum, meaning a way to 
mandate the production of 
written documents.  Des 
Moines Attorney, Jonathan 
Wilson, indicated that other 
counties have also attempted  to 
use this form of subpoena. This 
development begs the question 
of whether assessors or boards 
of review have any subpoena 
power over taxpayers.  IMHA 
has had  a series of exchanges 
with IDOR on this question.  
IDOR has taken an unusual 
position on this issue.  Their 
attorney is indicating that a 
county board  of review has 
subpoena power, but that the 
taxpayer doesn’t have to 
respond to the subpoena for 
documents. 
IMHA has reviewed the 
legislative history of the 
property tax law.  Many years 

ago county assessors d id  have 
subpoena power. Assessors 
could  petition the d istrict court 
for an order to examine 
witnesses and a subpoena 
requiring the production of 
books and records.  The narrow 
purpose of this subpoena was 
to get an accurate listing of all 
property owned by a taxpayer, 
whether it be an individual, 
firm, association, or 
corporation. These were the 
days when personal property 
was taxed as well.  One can 
imagine a taxpayer d isallowing 
an assessor’s employee from 
entering a home or business to 
inventory property.  This 
power has since been deleted 
from the code, as personal 
property is no longer taxed in 
Iowa. 

 

Third Quarter MH 

Shipment Report 

In the third  quarter Iowa had 
two slow months, July and 
August, but September was a 
strong recovery month.  In July 
only 17 HUD code 
manufactured  homes were 
ordered  by Iowa retailers and  
builders.  This is one home 
fewer than July of 2013. 
Usually August is a good 
month for manufactured  
housing orders.  2014 was a 
strong exception.  Orders were 
down 39%, only 25 homes 
ordered  compared  to 41 in 
2013.  For the 12 state north 
central region of the country, 
Iowa and Missouri were the 
only two states to show a 
decline in orders compared  to 
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last August.  Missouri was 
down five homes or 7%.  Iowa 
ranked  8th in the U.S. in number 
of homes down in August.  
Let’s move along to September.  
Iowa ranked 6th in the U.S. in 
the actual gain of homes 
ordered  over September of 
2013.  Iowa increased  from 20 
orders to 52 orders.  But it gets 
better.  Iowa’s percentage 
increase comparing last 
September to this September, at 
160%, was the best in the 
country. Michigan was second 
at 97% increase. 
For the year, Iowa is up about 
11%, moving from 223 orders 
last year through three quarters 
to 247 homes this year. 

 

 
Eviction Notices 

When you have to go to court 
for an eviction hearing, don’t 
forget to send a notice of the 
court date to any lienholder 
and to the county treasurer.  
This step is required  by Iowa 
Code Chapter 648.6.  The first 
version of 648.6 was created  in 
1998 as a part of the delayed 
vacation law which was passed 
in that year.   The purpose of 
the section was to “preserve the 
option of consenting to delayed 
vacation of a premises as 
provided in section 648.22A.”  
In the 2003 session of the 
legislature revisions were made 
both to the delayed vacation 
law and to chapter 648.  The 
notice to the treasurer and  to all 
lienholders was expanded to all 
eviction cases, whether delayed 
vacation would  be used or not.  
IMHA agreed  to these changes 
so that all parties with an  
interest or potential interest in 
the home would  be notified . 

 

ISAC Legislative 

Objective: Delinquent 

Mobile Home Taxes 

The Iowa State Association of 
Counties has again placed  in its 
legislative objectives document 
a call for the legislature to pass 
a law helping county treasurers 

collect delinquent mobile home 
taxes.  This particular solution 
has been offered  to the 
legislature before.  Lawmakers 
haven’t given this idea much 
attention in the past.  Printed 
below is how ISAC presents the 
issue: 
 
PROBLEM: Collecting 
delinquent mobile home taxes 
is an issue for most counties in 
the state, and  there is little 
interest from private buyers to 
purchase the delinquent taxes 
during a tax sale. 
SOLUTION: Amend Iowa Code 
§321.40 to allow county 
treasurers to put a stop on 
vehicle registrations  and 
renewals until the applicant 
pays any local mobile home 
taxes due in any county. 
 
 

MHPAC: Adequate 

Year 

The only negative about this 
PAC year is that we set a record  
low for contributors.  We’ve 
been at the PAC business for 33 
years, and  we’ve never had 
fewer contributors.  There were 
only 42 members contributing 
to MHPAC in 2014.  The other 
side of the coin is that these 42 
members are very generous.  
They set the record  for the 
highest average contribution, 
$582.74.  A total of $24,475 was 
raised .  Many groups in Iowa 
would  love to raise that kind  of 
PAC money.  We’re not aware 
of any PAC that raises this 
amount of money each year 
with such a small base of 
contributors.  One of the factors 
is that we’re having MHPAC 
contributors who are retiring 
and selling off their businesses.  
The new owners aren’t PAC 
contributors.  Let’s be honest.  
Many of these new owners 
don’t even belong to the Iowa 
Manufactured  Housing 
Association.  These are 
troubling developments as we 
look to the long term future. 
But here in the short term, 
we’re grateful to these 
members who have supported  
our political efforts so well: 

Kevin Alberhasky, Ken 
Brenton, Charlotte Brown, 
Todds Burds, Monte Burrell, in 
memory of Bill Steele ll, Dave 
Cunningham, Golfview 
Investors, Lee Dreyer, Curt 
Erickson, John Fay, Don 
Felderman, Mike Flummerfelt, 
Cleatus Gerardy, Doug/ Lisa 
Grief, Barbara Hames, Curt 
Hames, Troy Hames, Jerry 
Horkheimer, Lowell Junkins, 
Tom Kennedy, Ed Kinkade, 
Roy Marquardt, Bill Peters, 
Steve Proctor, Joel Ravitz, Dave 
Ripley, Kim Sharp, Perry/ Jane 
Schoff, Linda Scalf, Paul/ Lois 
Shook, Jane Sibley, Allen Smith, 
Joanne Stevens, Ron Struble, 
Rebecca Terrazas, Frank Weeks, 
Fred  Williams, Winnie 
Williams, Jonathan Wilson, 
Erma Wolf, and  Joy Wulf. 
Of course there is a chance that 
we will have some additional 
contributions before the month 
of December is completed .  
MHPAC has spent $49,200 so 
far in the campaign.  109 checks 
were written.  MHPAC got 
involved in 54 races and was on 
the winning side in 51 of them, 
a winning percentage of 94.4%.  
MHPAC may be contributing 
some additional funds before 
the legislative session begins on 
January 12th. 
 
 

Grassley Cosponsors S 
1828 
 
Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley, 
one of the most powerful 
Senators, has signed on as a 
cosponsor of S 1828, the MHI 
bill which would  give relief to 
our industry from some of the 
provisions of the Dodd - Frank 
act. Specifically S 1828 would 
exempt from Dodd- Frank any 
employee of a retailer of 
manufactured  homes who does 
not for compensation or gain 
take residential mortgage loan 
applications, for compensation 
or gain offer or negotiate terms 
of a residential mortgage loan, 
or advise a consumer on loan 
terms (including rates, fees, and 
other costs).  S 1828 would  also 
change the Truth in Lending 
Act to revise the definition of 
"high cost mortgage." 


