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If you haven’t done so already, 
we hope you check out the new 
and improved IMHA webpage, 
www.iamha.org.  The site was 
overhauled  just prior to the 
annual meeting. To access the 
site fully, you must first contact 
IMHA.  Send your request for a 
user name and password  to 
becky@iamha.org. Becky will 
send you what you need.  You 
have to retain the user name 
sent to you.  However, if you 
would  like to change the 
password , that is permissible. 
IMHA has a goal of making this 
webpage a valuable tool for 
your business.  If you would  
like to offer material to post on 
the website, send your offering 
to joe@iamha.org.  We can’t 
guarantee that we will use 
whatever you send to us, but 
there is a good chance that we 
will. 

 

 
Annual Meeting 

The 67th annual meeting of 
IMHA was a good one.  
Sunday’s programming 
featured  sales expert John 
Underwood.  Sunday night, 
after the Presidents’ Banquet, 
we were entertained  by Pippa 
White, who presented  a 
program entitled , “Voices From 
Ellis Island.”  It was a very 
informative program.  Monday 
morning, Chrissy Jackson gave 
a seminar on community 
management. Chrissy’s 
knowledge of community 
management is vast, and  her 
presentation style is lively. 

 

Annual Meeting 

Sponsors 

IMHA is fortunate to have such 
great sponsors for our meeting.  
Their financial investments 
assist IMHA in finding top 
speakers and helps to keep the 
registration fees reasonable.  
IMHA President, Joanne 
Stevens, caused  us to create a 
new level of giving for 
sponsors.  That’s leading by 
example.  When you next come 
into contact with any of these 
companies, be sure to express 
your thanks for their faith in 
IMHA. 
 

Platinum 
Joanne Stevens 

Gold 
Brenton Communities  
 Ken Brenton 
Schult Homes   
 Terry Weilage 
Yes Communities  
 Angie Moss 
Arthur J Gallagher & Company
 Matt Fay 

Silver 
Atlantic Homes  
 Tracy Day 
Fairmont Homes  
 Brian Cira 
Skyline Homes  
 Jim Haun 
Highland Homes  
 Tim Hieronimus 

Bronze 
21st Mortgage Corporation 
 Corey Jestice  

 

Modular Shipments Up 

in Third Quarter 

It was only a slight gain: two 
homes up compared to the 
third  quarter in 2013 when 122 
homes were ordered . The first 
two quarters of 2014 were 
down compared  to 2013, which 
marked four years of increased 
business.  It’s unlikely that 2014 
will match last year’s total of 
457 homes.  It would  take 165 
modular homes ordered  in the 
last quarter to match last year.  
That number for a quarter 
hasn’t been reached since the 
third  quarter of 2008, when the 
total was 212 homes. 
Iowa was one of 15 states to 
have an increase in orders for 
the third  quarter this year.  19 
states saw a loss of business.  
The research is done by 
Hallahan & Associates for MHI. 
In the north central section of 
the U.S., Iowa ranks 2nd among 
the 12 states. First, as you might 
imagine, is North Dakota, 
where the oil boom has created 
a strong demand for housing of 
all kinds. For the year, Iowa 
ranks 3rd in the region, also 
behind  Illinois. 
Iowa ranks 10th among the 34 
states in percentage of modular 
homes for total build ing 
permits at 3.73%. The leader is 
Maine, where 10% of the 
build ing permits are modular. 
Finally, in total shipments for 
the year through three quarters, 
Iowa ranks 9th.  Here is the top 
ten: 1. New York (1372) 2. 
North Carolina (976) 3. New 
Jersey (735) 4. Virginia (719) 5. 
North Dakota (664) 6. 
Pennsylvania (654) 
7.Massachusetts (340) 8.Illinois 
(310) 9. Iowa (292) 10. Texas 
(255) 
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ACM Training in Iowa 

It’s been many years since Iowa 
offered  the Accredited  
Community Manager, ACM, 
program.  As the years have 
gone by, we have new owners 
and managers who have never 
had  an opportunity to take this 
detailed  training on how to 
become a more effective 
manager of manufactured  
housing communities. This 
course of study was written by 
MHEI, the Manufactured  
Housing Education Institute, a 
d ivision of MHI, the 
Manufactured  Housing 
Institute.  To achieve the ACM 
status, one has to successfully 
complete three courses of 
study, each requiring two and a 
half days of classwork. Chrissy 
Jackson has agreed  to return to 
Iowa to teach the courses.  We 
have sent information about 
this class to members via email.  
The commitments from IMHA 
members are sufficient so that 
we know IMHA will be 
offering the ACM 1 class in the 
first quarter of 2015, most likely 
in March.  If you know you 
want to attend  this class, and 
haven’t already advised  us, 
please contact IMHA.  The cost 
for the course is $200.  The 
specific date and place for the 
class will be announced soon. 

 
House Passes Energy 

Credit 

One of MHI's top legislative 
priorities - extension of the 
New Energy Efficient Home 
Credit - has been at the center 
of this week's active debate. 
  
On the night of Wednesday, 
December 3rd , the United 
States House of Representatives 
passed  legislation to 
retroactively extend for one 
year over 50 tax credits that had 
expired  at the end  of 2013. The 
New Energy Efficient Home 
Credit was part of that package.  
  
The New Energy Efficient 
Home Credit provides a tax 
credit of $1,000 to 
manufacturers of Energy Star-

qualified  manufactured  homes. 
Modular home builders are 
eligible to receive a $2,000 tax 
credit by exceeding the 
International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) by 
50 percent. Originally 
established  in 2006, like all 
other so-called  "extenders," the 
45L tax credit has been 
extended by Congress on 
several occasions. It most 
recently expired  on December 
31, 2013. MHI has called  on 
Congress to make the credit 
permanent. 
 
The high cost of build ing to 
Energy Star standards is a 
barrier to affordable housing. 
The assistance provided by the 
45L credit was instrumental in 
placing Energy Star homes 
within reach of low- and 
moderate-income families. 
Since its inception, it helped 
expand the market for Energy 
Star manufactured  homes, 
which now account for 
approximately 12 percent of 
total manufactured  home sales 
nationwide. In addition, use of 
the 45L credit has played a 
significant role in influencing 
manufacturers to design new 
homes with standards that 
exceed minimum energy 
efficiency standards. 
Consumers living in these 
energy efficient homes save 
about $70 per month in energy 
costs and  are 30 percent less 
likely to default on their home 
loans. 
  
Over the past two months, 
manufactured  housing 
professionals have sent over 
2,000 emails to the Hill asking 
their representatives in 
Congress to extend the New 
Energy Efficient Home Credit. 
The bill passed  378-46.  All four 
Iowa Congressmen voted  in 
favor. 
 

NFPA Report on Fires 
 
 
The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) has 
updated  its 2011 report on 
manufactured  home fires, and 
the news is positive. 

According to the report, 
manufactured  homes had  a 
2007-2011 fire death rate per 
100,000 units that was roughly 
the same as the rate for other 
one or two family homes.  
Manufactured  housing built 
after the introduction of the 
HUD code in 1976 have lower 
rates of civilian deaths per 
hundred  reported  deaths than 
pre HUD homes.  The 2007-
2011 death rate was 57% lower 
for post standard  homes than 
for pre standard  HUD homes. 
According to the report “If all 
pre HUD standard 
manufactured  homes were 
removed from the inventory, 
the fire death rate per 100,000 
occupied  manufactured  homes 
would  be estimated  at 1.9, or 
well below the range estimated 
for the rate for other one or two 
family homes. 
The report found a d isturbingly 
high rate of smoke alarm 
removal by occupants of 
manufactured  homes. Smoke 
alarms reportedly are missing 
in half (51%) of all 
manufactured  home fires 
where smoke alarm status was 
reported .  Smoke alarms have 
been mandated in 
manufactured  homes since 
1976. 
 

ISAC: Multi-Residential 

Property Taxes 

Another legislative objective of 
ISAC is asking the legislature to 
create a fund to help repay local 
governments for the loss of 
income from the multi-
residential class.  As we’ve 
noted  before, the legislature d id 
set up a fund to repay local 
governments for the losses 
created  by the business tax 
credit, but not from 
manufactured  housing 
communities, apartments, and 
nursing homes.  Given the fact 
that both Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Gronstal and 
House Speaker Kraig Paulsen 
have both stated  that the state 
budget will be tight in the 
upcoming year, it’s not likely 
that the legislature will respond 
in a positive manner. 
 


