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Iowa retailers ordered  10 new 
manufactured  homes, up from 
6 last January. Even though 
Iowa had a 67% increase over 
2014 in January, Iowa ranked 
tied  for last in our 12 state 
region of the country.  The top 
performer in January was 
Michigan which increased  from 
65 homes to 220, an increase of 
238%. 
 In February Iowa reverted  to 
last January number with only 
6 homes ordered , down from 16 
orders last February. The loss of 
10 orders in February put Iowa 
in a tie with Kansas for the 5th 
worst loss of orders in  the 
country for February.  Through 
two months Iowa is down 6 
homes from last year for a loss 
of 27%.  But it’s still early in the 
year. There are ten months left 
to catch up and show in 
increase in orders for the year. 
IMHA has records of shipments 
going back to 1961.  From that 
time through 1984, 24 years, the 
average shipment per year was 
2340 homes.  From 1985 
through 2014, a period of 30 
years, the average shipment of 
new homes into Iowa was 1679 
homes.  This year marks 14 
consecutive years of over 1000 
shipments in Iowa. 
 
 

State Legislation Report 

There are two ways to view the 
2015 session.  First, it was a 
good session in that nothing 
specifically bad for 
manufactured  housing passed 
the legislature.  However, if 
your view is that passing 
legislation is necessary in order 

to have a good session, then 
2015 was not a good session. 
IMHA began the session with 
two bills.  The first was a 
rewrite of certain definitions 
relating to our industry in the 
code, especially as it relates to 
structures located within a 
manufactured  housing 
community.  This bill, HSB 123, 
didn’t draw the most favorable 
subcommittee.  The Iowa 
League of Cities came out 
against the bill.  The League 
was willing to offer some 
amendments to satisfy their 
concerns.  IMHA decided  to 
drop our efforts, and  we 
informed the subcommittee of 
that decision. 
HF 595, the IMHA bill to give 
the Iowa Finance Authority, 
IFA, the legal authority to 
create a special revolving loan 
fund for purchasers of 
manufactured  housing to be 
placed  in rental communities, 
passed  the House this year for 
the third  time.  The vote was 
94-4.  One of the House votes in 
the past was 97-1.  The idea in 
the House has never received 
fewer than 94 votes. 
HF 595 passed  through two 
separate committees in the 
House, finally becoming an 
appropriations bill, allowing 
the bill to be exempt from all 
deadlines for consideration.  In 
the Senate HF 595 was first 
assigned to the Senate 
Economic Growth Committee, 
the same initial committee as in 
the House.  HF 595 passed  the 
subcommittee on a vote of 3-0; 
however, the bill was passed 
without recommendation for 
passage.  There was one 
committee meeting scheduled  

before the second deadline for 
bills getting out of committee.  
The committee meeting was 
cancelled .  The procedural 
question is whether, since HF 
595 is an appropriations bill, it 
can move to Senate 
Appropriations Committee.  
But this question is really a 
moot point.  It’s clear to our 
lobbyist, Joe Kelly, that HF 595 
does not have sufficient 
support among Senate 
Democrats to pass the Senate. 
 
 

SF 414/HF 631: First 

Time Homebuyers 

 
This bill was introduced by the 
Iowa Realtors Association.  It’s 
patterned  after a law in 
Montana.  SF 414/ HF 631 
would  allow individual Iowans 
and couples to establish an 
account to use for down 
payment and closing costs for 
buying a home.  The limits for 
use as a state income tax 
deduction are $3000 per year 
for individuals and  $6000 for 
couples.  Manufactured  
housing is eligible for this 
program, including 
manufactured  homes to be 
placed  in lease communities.  
The proposed law is limited  to 
first time homebuyers.  
A similar bill last year was not 
considered  in the Senate 
because of the fiscal impact on 
the state general fund.  Within a 
few years the cost to state funds 
could  run as high as $4.3 
million per year.  The future of 
SF 414 is uncertain. The bill is 
in Senate Ways & Means 
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Committee.  HF 631 has been 
voted  out of the House Ways & 
Means Committee, and  the bill 
is on the debate calendar.  
IMHA is registered  in favor of 
these bills. 
 

 
SF 184: Small Claims 

Court 

 
Current law places the 
jurisd ictional limit on small 
claims court to action where 
damages are $5000 and less.  SF 
184, introduced by Senator 
Brad  Zaun (R-Urbandale), 
would  raise the limit to $10,000.  
Most of the legal groups, 
including the Iowa Bar 
Association, have registered 
against the bill.  IMHA has 
concerns about the bill as well 
because of the extra work load 
which would  result in small 
claims court.  Unless more 
magistrates were hired , 
landlords could  see delays in 
eviction cases.  Plus, over the 
years, we don’t recall getting 
contacted  by members asking 
for a higher jurisd ictional limit.  
IMHA registered  as undecided 
on SF 184.  The bill is dead  for 
the session as it was not 
reviewed by the full Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

 
HF 626: Tax Appeals 

 
IMHA has always supported  
the Property Assessment 
Appeals Board  (PAAB).  Local 
governments have worked for 
the past few years to get PAAB 
repealed .  The law has always 
had  a sunset clause in it, 
meaning that if the legislature 
didn’t act to reauthorize it, the 
law would  be repealed .  
Among other things related  to 
tax appeals, HF 626 would  
repeal the future repeal of 
PAAB which is currently in the 
code.  If HF 626 is passed , then 
PAAB would  become a 
permanent entity.  If there is no 
PAAB, taxpayers could  appeal 
taxes locally and then would 
have to go to d istrict court, a 

costly proposition. HF 626 
passed  the House 95-0 and is 
now referred  to the Senate 
Ways & Means Committee.  
IMHA is registered  in favor of 
HF 626. 
 
 
 
 

HF 585: Domestic 

Violence 

 
HF 585 is a bill which would  
establish an address 
confidentiality program in the 
office of the secretary of state 
for a victim of domestic abuse, 
domestic abuse assault, sexual 
abuse, stalking, and  human 
trafficking.  The bill would 
allow for the protection of the 
address of the victim of abuse.  
HF 585 deals primarily with 
public entities where one’s 
address could  be found. 
Victims would  petition the 
Iowa Secretary of State who 
would  make a determination as 
to whether the person would  be 
eligible to use an alternate 
address, probably a post office 
box.  There is a reference in the 
bill to landlords, which is as 
follows: “If a program 
participant has notified  the 
program participant’s landlord 
in writing that the individual is 
a program participant pursuant 
to this chapter, a local 
ord inance or the landlord  shall 
not allow the display of the 
program participant’s name at 
an address otherwise protected 
under this chapter.  This section 
shall not be construed  to 
prohibit the enforcement of a 
lease agreement between a 
program participant and  a 
program participant’s landlord .”   
The bill would  likely affect 
landlords who do d isplay the 
name of residents at post office 
box clusters for example.  The 
additional language stating that 
there is no intent to prohibit 
enforcement of lease provisions 
is helpful.  That would  suggest 
if you had to post a notice on 
the resident’s door for service, 
such posting would  not be 

considered  a “display” of the 
name in violation of the law. 
Thirty three states have laws 
similar to HF 585.  It appears 
Iowa is likely to be the 34th.  HF 
585 has passed  both the House 
and Senate in d ifferent forms.  
The House only has to accept a 
Senate amendment to make HF 
585 ready for Governor 
Branstad . 
 
 

Used Home Funding 
Leaders 
 
A relatively new and important 
part of funding IMHA is the 
used  home program.  It’s 
mirrored  after the 
manufacturers’ dues for new 
homes.  In this case, Iowa 
retailer members, including 
community owners who are 
selling pre-owned homes, remit 
either $150 or $100 to 
IMHA.  As you might expect, 
there are far more pre-owned 
homes sold  in Iowa than new 
homes.  Most of the pre-owned 
sales are consumer to consumer 
sales.  However, Iowa members 
sell a significant number of pre-
owned homes.  As we get more 
members to participate in this 
program, it will be a consistent 
funding source for meeting our 
budget and  will lessen the 
pressure to raise other 
dues.  For the first quarter, 
$4550 has been sent to IMHA, 
about $2000 less than the first 
quarter of 2014. Sometimes 
payments are late coming into 
IMHA.  These rankings could  
change later as some companies 
get their payments sent. 
Here are the leaders in the used 
home funding program for the 
first quarter of this 
year.  Members are ranked by 
money remitted  and not 
necessarily by homes sold .  
 
1. Hames Homes 
2. Bon Aire 
3. Brenton Communities 
4. RV Horizons 
5. Fawn Creek 
6. Lake Ridge 
7. Stevens Company 
8. Western Hills 
9. Sunset Village  


