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The first session of the eighty 

sixth General Assembly is 

history.  Iowa citizens, 

chosen as legislators, have 

now met for 171 times.  This 

legislative session was 

longer than most, with the 

Iowa House ad journing at 

3:38 p.m. on June 5th, 

followed by the Iowa Senate 

at 3:48 p.m.  With regard  to 

manufactured  housing issues, 

none of the bills we had  

introduced  became law.  On 

the positive side, there were 

no particular bills introduced  

against our industry. 

IMHA’s Outstanding 
Legislative Record 

 
Since our association was 

founded on December 5th, 

1947, there have been 55 

sessions of the legislature.  In 

checking my math, you must 

remember that the 

legislature used  to meet only 

every other year, changing to 

annual sessions in 1970.  In 

how many of those 55 state 

legislative sessions were 

there bills passed  into law 

that affected  our industry?  

The answer is 50. Therefore, 

in 91% of those sessions, our 

industry has been engaged 

with legislation, more often 

than not legislation that we 

had  introduced . As a matter 

of fact, our industry had  a 

streak of 50 sessions in a row 

of seeing some degree of 

legislative achievement. The 

streak ended with the 2011 

session.  In 2013 we had  the 

property tax reform law, as 

well as late fee increases. So, 

four of the five years of no 

accomplishments in our 

association’s history have 

occurred  in the past five 

sessions. This is the reason 

why it’s crucial to have an 

association.  An industry 

such as ours is always going 

to have potential legislation.  

It’s far preferable to have a 

united  industry when 

approaching legislative 

proposals.  It is truly 

amazing that IMHA has had  

the adequate unity to have 

achieved  such a remarkable 

legislative record . 

 

New Laws of Interest 

Even though there wasn’t 
any legislation that IMHA 
introduced  which passed  
this session, there were a 
couple of bills of interest to 
us. 
 
HF 585 
A bill for an act establishing 
an address confidentiality 
program in the office of the 

secretary of state for a victim 
of domestic abuse, domestic 
abuse assault, sexual abuse, 
stalking, and  human 
trafficking and  provid ing for 
a fee and  including effective 
date provisions.  This bill has 
passed  the legislature and  
was signed  by Governor 
Branstad  on May 7th. The 
impact on landlords is that if 
an abuse victim is a tenant 
and  presents you with a 
form indicating that the 
victim is taking part in this 
program, the landlord  shall 
not d isplay the name of the 
tenant, such as on the door 
or at the mailbox, etc.  HF 
585 has language explaining 
that the law shall not 
interfere with usage of the 
landlord / tenant law.  
Funding portions of the bill 
begin on July 1.  The policy 
part of HF 585 will not 
become law until January 1, 
2016. 
 
HF 626 
A bill for an act relating to 
the processes for appealing 
tax matters in this state by 
repealing the future repeal of 
the property assessment 
appeal board , provid ing for 
the future repeal of the state 
board  of tax review, 
provid ing for appeals to the 
d irector of revenue for 
certain tax matters and  
modifying the powers and  
duties of the d irector of 
revenue, and  including 
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effective date provisions.  HF 
626 has passed  the House 95-
0. Landlords were interested 
in HF 626 because it would  
have made the Property 
Assessment Appeals Board 
(PAAB) a permanent entity.  
However, the Senate has 
never been as enamored 
with PAAB.  Senate 
Democrats demonstrated 
that fact again by extending 
the sunset date for PAAB 
from 2018 to 2021.  The 
House accepted  the Senate 
version and  passed  HF 626 
again.  Governor Branstad  
signed  the bill on May 22. 

 

Notice Requirements 

For Money Judgement 

IMHA Board  member, Patty 
Pratt, reports magistrates in 
her courts are in 
d isagreement on whether the 
notice provisions required  
by the War Eagle Iow a 
Supreme Court decision are 
applicable to notice 
requirements for money 
judgments.  Your Executive 
Vice President, who is not an 
attorney, has reviewed the 
matter and  offers a non-
legally binding observation.  
Money judgments are 
handled  in small claims 
court, if the amount of 
money sought is $5000 and 
less.  FEDs or evictions are 
also decided  in small claims 
court.  The legislative 
response to the War Eagle 
decision was to change the 
notice provisions in chapters 
562A, 562B, and  648, the 
eviction chapter.  In addition, 
chapter 631, the small claims 
chapter clearly states the 
following in 631.4(2): “The 
manner of service of original 
notice and  the times for 
appearance for an action for 
forcible entry and  detainer 

shall be governed  by the 
requirements of chapter 648.” 

Notice provisions for both 
actions are somewhat similar, 
in that both allow personal 
service and  the use of 
certified  mail.  However, 
money judgments require 
the use of certified  mail, 
return receipt required  to be 
returned  to the clerk. FEDs 
allow the use of certified 
mail, no return receipt, in 
addition to regular mail, and  
posting.  We still enjoy the 
benefit of filing both FEDs 
and money judgment under 
one filing fee, although the 
cases are not combined  into 
one action.  To be on the safe 
side, use the notice 
provisions outlined  in 
chapter 631, the small claims 
chapter. 

 
March/April Shipments 

Iowa retailers ordered  23 
homes in March, up two 
homes from last March.  For 
the first quarter, Iowa 
retailers ordered  39 homes, 
down four homes from last 
year’s first quarter.  There 
were 21 single sectioned 
homes ordered  with the 
balance of 18 homes being 
multi-sectioned .  Iowa’s first 
quarter ranked 11th among 
the 12 states in the north 
central region of the U.S.  
Iowa edged out Nebraska by 
one home in order to avoid  
last place.  Iowa was one of 
only four states in our region 
not to reach 100 homes in the 
quarter.  Joining Iowa were 
Kansas, Nebraska, and  
Wisconsin. Iowa ranked 39th 
in the U.S. in shipments for 
the first quarter of 2015. 

In April Iowa retailers 
ordered 38 homes, compared  
to 39 last April.  For the year, 

there have been 77 homes 
ordered , down five homes 
from last year, or a reduction 
of 6%.   

 

MHI Response to NY 

Times 

The New York Times, in 
recent weeks, has published  
two editorials against HR 
650/ S 682.  MHI’s President 
and CEO wrote the 
following response which 
was published  in the June 1 
ed ition of the NY Times:  

To the Editor: 

Re “Protect Vulnerable Home 
Buyers” (editorial, May 20): 
The Preserving Access to 
Manufactured  Housing 
legislation addresses a serious 
flaw in current law. Today’s 
federal rules are hurting 
homeowners and prospective 
homeowners by deterring 
lenders from entering the 
manufactured  home (mobile 
home) market. This results in 
fewer lenders and less 
competition, hurting 
consumers. 
This bipartisan bill doesn’t 
favor one company. It favors 
the millions of Americans 
seeking financing for quality, 
nonsubsid ized  affordable 
housing. 
Make no mistake: The bill does 
not weaken consumer 
protections. It maintains federal 
oversight of manufactured  
housing lending and upholds 
stringent protections against 
predatory lending. 
If people want to see more 
favorable financing for 
manufactured  homes while 
protecting consumers, this 
legislation is the best way to 
make that happen. 
 
RICHARD JENNISON 
Chief Executive 
Manufactured  Housing 
Institute 
Arlington, Va. 
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