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IMHA members for years 
have complained  about 
magistrates not following the 
law in eviction cases.  Some 
of the reports clearly show 
that the magistrate either 
didn’t know the law or just 
preferred  not to follow it.  
However, there are circum-
stances wherein the judge 
has flexibility.  If you review 
chapter 562B.3, you’ll see the 
following:  “Unless d isplaced  
by the provisions of this 
chapter, the principles of law 
and equity, including the 
law relating to capacity to 
contract, mutuality of 
obligations, principal and  
agent, real property, public 
health, safety and  fire 
prevention, estoppel, fraud , 
misrepresentation, duress, 
coercion, mistake, bank-
ruptcy or other validating or 
invalidating cause sup -
plement its provisions.”  
We’ve had  two cases 
reported  recently that show 
the judge used  the principle 
of equity.  A legal definition 
of equity starts with the 
concept of fairness. It allows 
a judge to have latitude in 
determining the most 
appropriate resolution of a 
matter, even if the 
determination doesn’t pre-
cisely follow the law. 
One case involved  a 30 days’ 
notice with 14 days to cure a 
violation of the lease-
/ regulations.  The tenant d id  
not resolve the problem, but 
made an attempt.  The judge 

conceded that the tenant d id  
not follow the letter of the 
law.  But the judge felt that 
eviction was too harsh a 
remedy for a tenant who 
made an effort to resolve the 
problem, though unsuccess-
fully.  The member lost the 
case. 
The second case dealt with a 
tenant being evicted  for non-
payment of rent.  The tenant 
was a single mother who had  
a child .  She had  lived  in the 
community for eight years.  
She showed up in court with 
the month in question’s rent, 
along with court costs, and  
$50 extra dollars for the 
member.  Even though tech-
nically the member followed 
all provisions of the law 
correctly, the judge decided  
that the member should  
accept the money and  allow 
the tenant to remain in the 
community.  The tenant is 
late on August rent, and  the 
judge had  no problem with 
an immediate 3 days’ notice 
to cure being served  on the 
tenant. The judge isn’t likely 
to repeat the concession if 
the same tenant appears 
again in his court again on 
the late rent issue. 

 
Danger of Landlords’ 
Deadbeat Tenants’ List 
 
It doesn’t seem to be a 
common practice in the MH 
world ; but local and  regional 
landlord  chapters sometimes 

like to compile lists of 
problem tenants so that other 
landlords can be on the alert 
for them.  Many years ago, 
there was a proposed bill in 
the Iowa legislature to ban 
such practices.  The bill 
didn’t pass. Even though the 
compilation of such lists may 
be legal, there are concerns.  
For example, IMHA has 
learned  that the Iowa 
Attorney General has on file 
a letter from the Federal 
Trade Commission with 
some warnings.  IMHA 
obtained  a copy of this FTC 
general letter. 
This line from the FTC letter 
generates the essence of the 
problem of creating the list 
and  making it available to 
other landlords: “If you 
assemble or evaluate 
information on individuals’ 
rental histories and  provide 
this information to landlords 
so that they can screen 
tenants, you are a consumer 
reporting agency (“CRA”) 
that is required  to comply 
with the FCRA. The reports 
you provide are known as 
“consumer reports.”  The 
letter goes on to explain that 
the owner of the list must 
take steps to ensure the 
accuracy and  confidentiality 
of the information. Like a 
regular consumer reporting 
company, the landlord  
group or other owner of the 
reporting business must 
supply consumers a copy of 
the information upon 
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request.  Also, the landlord  
group or other owner of the 
business must create a 
system for consumers to 
request information, in-
cluding the creation of a toll 
free telephone number. 
Furthermore, you must ad -
vise landlords using the 
information that they have to 
inform applicants turned  
down for tenancy that you 
based  the decision on the 
particular report. 
 
 

Another Tepid Month 

of MH Orders 

There were only 26 new 
manufactured  homes ship -
ped  into Iowa in June.  In our 
twelve state north central 
region of the country, only 
Kansas (24) and  Nebraska 
(12) have fewer orders. The 
big winners in the region 
were Ohio, up almost 18% 
and Minnesota, up  108%.  
Nine states in all had  lower 
orders in June, one was even, 
and  the two winners were 
the only states showing an 
increase. 
Iowa was down just two 
homes in June from last year.  
For the first six months, Iowa 
had  137 orders, down from 
153 at this time last year. For 
the year, only four states in 
our region are down.  In 
addition to Iowa, it’s Kansas, 
Missouri, and  North Dakota.   
The leader for the first six 
months in our region is 
Michigan.  Their total of 1240 
orders is about 28% of the 
total orders for the twelve 
state region. 
 
 

IMHA Newest 

Members 

IMHA welcomes these new 
members to the association. 

Performance Equity Partners 

Richard Voboril, Senior VP 

Box 368 

Tinley Park, IL 60477 

 

Quasky Village 

Mark Seaman, CEO 

310 3rd St. South 

Quasqueton, Iowa 52326 

 

Mobile Village 

Robert and Bill Cline 

Box 258 

West Liberty, Iowa 52777 

 

Valley MHC & Hillside MHC 

Walt Blackard, President 

1503 First Avenue West 

Coal Valley, IL 61240 

 

Winterset MHP 

Matt McCall 

121 E Lane St 

Winterset, IA 50273 

 

Iowa City MHP 

Norman Michel 

4494 Taft Ave 

Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

 

Grimes MHP 

Diane Sikes 

600 SE Ewing St 

Grimes, Iowa 50111 

 

Norwalk MHP 

9587 Buchanan Trail 

Norwalk, IA 50211 

 

Ames MHP 

David Chavez 

6100 W Lincoln Way 

Ames, Iowa 50014 

 

Bloomfield MHP 

1 Elmira Court 

Bloomfield, IA 52537 

 

 
 

RV/MH Hall of Fame 

IMHA Executive Vice 
President Joe Kelly was 
inducted  into the Hall of 
Fame on Monday night, 
August 3rd, at the Hall of 
Fame build ing in Elkhart, 
Indiana.  Attending the 
event were eight Iowans: 
Joanne Stevens and  Tom 
Jackson; Ed  and  Marcia 
Kinkade; Dave and  Reba 
Ripley; Patty Pratt, and  Troy 
Hames. 
After receiving the award , 
Kelly’s remarks centered  on 
the power of teamwork.  He 
stated  that the legislative 
successes in Iowa were not 
the work of only one 
person.  Most of the 
legislative achievements in 
Iowa required  the successful 
coordination of many 
members working with their 
local legislators.  
Kelly received  the Spirit 
Award  from the Hall of 
Fame in 2009. 
 
 

Notice of Proposed 

Workers’ Compensation 

Rate Filing 

Pursuant to Iowa Code 
section 515A.6 (7), notice is 
hereby given that the 
National Council on Com-
pensation Insurance, Inc. has 
made a rate filing which 
affects the premium rates for 
workers’ compensation in -
surance. 
The rate filing proposes an 
overall increase in voluntary 
and  assigned  risk rates of 
2.7% from the current rates 
that became effective 
January 1, 2015. The filing 
has a proposed  effective date 
of January 1, 2016. 
A workers’ compensation 
policyholder or an employer 
may request a hearing before 
the Insurance Commissioner 
concerning the rate increase. 


