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The Iowa legislature, to be 
compliant with federal law, 
passed  the state mortgage 
loan originator law in 2009.  
That’s six years ago.  It might 
be time for a brief refresher 
on the law. The legislature 
passed  an exemption to the 
law for manufacture housing 
retailers “if the retailer only 
assists the consumer in 
filling out a loan application 
and  does not offer or 
negotiate loan rates or terms, 
and  does not do any 
counseling with consumers 
about residential mortgage 
loan rates or terms and  does 
not receive any payment or 
fee from any company or 
individual for assisting the 
consumer.” 
That’s a nice exemption to 
have; but if you’re selling 
homes on contract or lease to 
own, this exemption will do 
you no good.  You must 
have a mortgage loan 
originator’s license. We 
know that sales in 
manufactured  housing 
communities are chattel 
loans and  don’t involve a 
mortgage.  That makes no 
d ifference.  The federal 
definition is so broad that it 
encompasses personal 
property loans for our 
houses. 
To obtain a mortgage loan 
originator’s license, you 
must take 20 hours of 
education classes before you 
take a test.  To pass the test, 
you must answer 75% of the 

questions correctly. You 
must also pass a background 
check.  After securing your 
license, you must take 8 
hours of continuing 
education each year. 
What is the penalty for not 
complying with this law?  
You could  be charged  a civil 
fine of up to $5000 for each 
violation.  And the worst 
part is that you could  be 
charged  by the Attorney 
General or a county attorney 
with a class D felony.  If 
convicted , a class D felon is 
subject to the following 

penalty as outlined  in Iowa 
Code 902.9(5): “A class "D" 
felon, not an habitual 
offender, shall be confined  
for no more than five years, 
and  in addition shall be 
sentenced  to a fine of at least 
seven hundred  fifty dollars 
but not more than seven  
thousand five hundred  
dollars.” 
Therefore, it’s quite a gamble 
to sell homes on contract or 
lease to own without hold ing 
a mortgage loan originator’s 
license. 
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2015 IMHA Annual Meeting Agenda 

Sunday, November 8
th

, 2015 

12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Jeff Beals Marketing Seminar 

3:30 p. m.  Break 

3:45 – 5:30 p.m. Community Owners/Managers Best Practices 

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Reception 

7:00 p.m. - Presidents’ Banquet 

Entertainment – Pippa White – “Straight on Till Morning”  This program celebrates the art of 

storytelling, which has seen a revival of sorts over the past 30 years. 

Monday, November 9
th

, 2015 

8:00 a.m. Jodie McDougal, Davis-Brown Law Firm – Legal Seminar- Bring Your Questions 

9:00 a.m. Rick Robinson, Senior VP, State and Regulatory Affairs, MHI – Federal 

Legislative/Regulatory Update 

10:00 a.m. Katie Patterson, Owner, Happy Medium – Using Social Media For Your Business 

11:00 a.m.  Financial Panel – Corey Jestice, 21
st
 Mortgage; Gene Dobek, Darrell Boyd, Triad 

12:15 p.m. Lunch and Annual Business Meeting 
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May Shipments of 

Manufactured Homes 

The news about orders in 
May by Iowa retailers was 
not good.  Orders for the 
month, compared  to last 
May, were down 9 homes, or 
21%, 34 homes compared  to 
43.  For the year, the orders 
are down 14 homes, from 
125 to 111, a decrease of 11%. 
In the twelve state north 
central region of the U.S., 
Iowa’s May orders exceeded 
only those in Kansas (31), 
South Dakota (24), and  
Nebraska (10).  For the year, 
Iowa is ahead  of only 
Nebraska (58) in our region. 
Iowa retailers continue to 
order mostly single 
sectioned  homes: 85% in 
May, and  66% for the year. 
The east north central states 
have an average 24% 
increase in orders for the 
year.  The west north central 
states have a 20% decrease in 
orders for the year. 
 

 
MHPAC 

IMHA, through its political 
action committee, MHPAC, 
is gearing up for the 2016 
legislative races.  It will be 
the 18th election cycle that 
MHPAC has participated  in 
since its formation in 1982. 
Politics has both changed 
and  stayed  the same over 
this period  of time.  As the 
saying goes, “the more 
things change, the more they 
stay the same.”  With regard 
to politics, what hasn’t 
changed is that candidates 
have to get their messages 
across to voters.  In Iowa 
legislative races, effective 
candidates still knock on 
doors and  have volunteers 
who help with that task.  A 
good day is when the 
candidate can get face to face 
with numerous voters, at 
their doorsteps, to make the 
pitch and  to answer 

questions.  But, there are still 
many people who aren’t 
home when the candidate or 
volunteers come to the door.  
These people still have to be 
reached.  That’s where 
phone banks and  mail come 
in.  In some races there are 
television, rad io, and  
newspaper ads to purchase.  
As you will note, this activity 
costs money.  That’s why 
candidates solicit citizens for 
monetary contributions as 
well as established  political 
action committees. 
MHPAC is a well-known 
PAC among state legislative 
candidates, having been 
around for so long.  We seek 
out candidates who 
understand  or show a 
willingness to understand  
our legislative issues.  
MHPAC has been very 
successful in supporting 
candidates who win their 
races, usually backing 
winners in the 90 to 95% 
range. 
Another development 
relative to MHPAC is that 
we are having fewer and 
fewer members carry the 
brunt of keeping MHPAC 
strong. In 2014 only 42 
members contributed  to 
MHPAC.  This year, only 26 
members have made a 
contribution: 23 to MHPAC, 
and  3 to our 527 account.  
The latter account can take 
corporate contributions.  
Those contributions going to 
our 527 account can then be 
remitted  to another 527 
committee whose purpose is 
to advocate for candidates 
and  issues without using 
specific terms and  phrases 
which would  then cause it to 
be more strictly regulated  
like a regular political action 
committee. 
Here are the 27 IMHA 
members who have given to 
MHPAC or our 527 
committee so far in 2015: 
Kevin Alberhasky, Charlotte 
Brown, Todd Burds, Monte 

Burrell, Lori Dahlen, John 
Fay, Mike Flummerfelt, 
Cletus Gerardy, Doug/ Lisa 
Greif, Barbara Hames, Curt 
Hames, Troy Hames, Ed 
Kinkade/ Marcia, Anne 
Logemann, Bill Peters, Steve 
Proctor, Tim Reida, Dave 
Ripley, Linda Scalf, 
Paul/ Lois Shook, Paul 
Sibley, Kim Sharp  Roy 
Struble, Frank Weeks, Fred 
Williams, Winnie Williams, 
and  Joy Wulf. 
The amount raised  from 23 
members is $16,100 for an 
average contribution of $700.   
The 527 account has raised  
$2550 from three members, 
an average of $850 per 
contribution. 

 
New MH Charity 

Launched 

MHGives, the new manu-
factured  housing industry 
charity, is designed  to bring 
together people with 
business skills and  expertise 
to make a d ifference in the 
lives of children around the 
world .  This will be done by 
partnering businesses and  
orphan care.  The goal will 
be to help orphanages and  
schools learn to be self-
sustaining by establishing 
micro-businesses as well as 
training students with real 
job skills.  Also, since 
provid ing affordable hous-
ing is what this industry is 
best at, MHGives will be 
working on programs to 
provide homes for orphaned 
children.   MHGives is still in 
the development phase and  
would  love advice and  input 
from those in the industry.  
To find  out how you can get 
in on the ground floor with 
them or to see ways to get 
involved , visit their website 
www.MHGives.org, sign up 
for their newsletter, like 
them on Facebook, email 
them at mhgives@gmail.com , 
follow them on LinkedIn, or 
call them at 800-984-2050.   
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