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The IMHA meeting is short. 
No more than 24 hours on 
site. During that time, you’ll 
have at least seven program 
events.  For Sunday, the Jeff 
Beals sales/ marketing 
seminar, the IMHA Panel, 
and  the Pippa White 
presentation.  On Monday, 
the Jodie McDougal legal 
seminar, Rick Robinson’s 
federal report, Katie 
Patterson’s social media 
presentation, and  the IMHA 
Financial Panel. 
There will be information 
presented  that will be 
valuable for your business.  
Included  with this newsletter 
is another registration form 
and full meeting agenda. 
We hope to see you at the 
annual meeting! 
 

 
Improved July Ship-
ments 
 
Iowa retailers ordered  38 
manufactured  homes in July.  
It’s not a large number, but 
it’s much better than last 
July, when only 17 homes 
were ordered .  For the first 
seven months of this year, 
175 homes were ordered .  
This is 5 homes, or about a 
3% gain over this time in 
2014.  For the year, nine of 
the twelve north central 
states have shown an 
increase in orders.  Showing 
decreases were Kansas, 
Missouri, and  North Dakota. 

For July the product mix was 
22 singles and  16 multi-
sectionals. For the year the 
results are 113 singles (65%) 
and 62 sectionals (35%). 
Iowa’s national standings are 
as follows: 33rd in singles, 
42nd in sectionals, and  37th 
overall. 
 
 

Big Modular Move in 

2nd Quarter 

Even though the national 
numbers weren’t so bright, 
with an overall d rop of 1% in 
the second quarter compared  
to 2014 – Iowa retailers and  
builders had  a strong second  
quarter with 109 homes, 14 
more than the second  
quarter of 2014.  Iowa ranked 
10th for  the second quarter in 
the U.S. survey of 34 states 
conducted  by Hallahan 
Associates of Baltimore, 
Maryland.   
The state of Maine had  the 
largest increase in the second  
quarter with 47 additional 
orders.  The largest drop 
occurred  in New York with a 
drop of 81 homes. 
Here are the top 15 modular 
states, so far, for 2015: 1. 
New York (649) 2. North 
Carolina (645) 3. Virginia 
(487) 4. New Jersey (466) 5. 
Pennsylvania (380) 6. North 
Dakota (307) 7. 
Massachusetts (226) 8. Texas 
(223) 9. Maine (212) 10. 
Florida (164) 11. Michigan 
(161) 12. Illinois (158) 13. 

South Carolina (143) 14. 
Iowa (139) 15. Ohio & 
Minnesota (124).  
Another way, and  perhaps 
more equitable way,  to 
compare the states for 
modular popularity is to 
rank the states according to 
the percentage of total 
build ing permits which were 
issued  for modulars. 1. 
Maine (12%) 2. North Dakota 
(8%) 3.  Vermont (6%) 4. 
West Virginia (5%) 5. South 
Dakota (4%) 6. Pennsylvania 
(3.4%) 7. Iowa (3.1%) 8. 
Virginia (2.8%) 9. New 
Hampshire (2.6%) 10. North 
Carolina (2.2%) 
 
 

More MHPAC 

Contributors 

We have seven add itional 
contributors to either 
MHPAC or the 527 
committee since the July 
newsletters.  These members 
are as follows: Tom 
Kennedy, Ken Brenton, Dave 
Cunningham, Joel Ravitz, 
Perry/ Jane Schoff, Allen 
Smith, and  Rebecca Terrazas. 
MHPAC has a total of 35 
contributors this year for a 
total of $18,750.  Of those 35, 
six of the checks went to the 
527 committee, which has 
raised  a total of $5350.  
Therefore, the combined  
political giving is $24,100 
from 35 members for an 

September - October 2015 
IMHA’s 68th ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 

http://www.iamha.org/
mailto:Joe@iamha.org
mailto:Becky@iamha.org


average of about $689 per 
member. 

 

 
HUD Installation 

Program for Default 

States 

Ten years after the deadline 
expired  for states wishing to 
enact a state-based  
installation program, HUD 
officially launched  its 
installation program on July 
14, for default states under 
the authority of CFR 24 3280, 
3282, 3285, and  3286 in parts. 
The contractor for the 
program is SEBA 
Professional Services. 
Currently 13 states do not 
have a state-based  HUD 
approved installation 
Program—Alaska, 
Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Montana, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island , South 
Dakota, Vermont, and  
Wyoming. Individuals who 
receive a HUD License will 
be able to install homes in 
any default state. Keep in 
mind these states may have 
requirements for other state 
or local licenses and  you 
may still need  to get permits 
from local build ing officials. 
Iowa has its own installation 
program.  The question here 
is whether HUD will 
recognize the Iowa license in 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and  
Illinois, where Iowa 
installers may be hired  for 
work. IMHA has petitioned 
HUD for a review of this 
matter.  It could  be that our 
best result will be 
recognition of the Iowa 
training while still requiring 
the passing of a test in a 
surrounding state. 
 

 

 

Home Heating 

Assistance Available 

Winter is coming soon. 
Manufactured  housing 
community owners should  
consider advising residents 
who are at least 60 years old 
or are d isabled  and  meet 
certain income guidelines 
that they can apply for 
assistance for their home 
heating bills starting October 
1.  All other persons, with 
certain income restrictions 
can apply starting November 
1. Contact your local 
Community Action Agency 
(CAA) for more 
info:  https:/ / humanrights.i
owa.gov/ dcaa/ where-apply 
or call 515-281-0859. This 
assistance called  LIHEAP 
(Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program) is 
limited  to Iowans whose 
income is below $20,597 
(single) or $27,878 
(couple).  This program goes 
until April 30, 2016 for those 
who are accepted . If a 
household  qualifies for 
LIHEAP, they are 
automatically qualified  for 
the weatherization federal 
program.  This program uses 
federal funds to assist 
homeowners with 
winterizing and  could  
include insulation or even a 
new furnace. For more info 
contact your local 
Community Action Agency 
(see website above). 

 

Iowa Workforce 

Development Releases 

Employer 

Unemployment Tax 

Table Changes 

Iowa law requires Iowa 
Workforce Development 
establish the tax table that 
will be used  to determine the 

unemployment tax rate for 
eligible employers each 
year.  The unemployment 
insurance rate table trigger 
formula is primarily based  
on the trust fund balance, 
unemployment benefit 
payment history and  
covered  wage growth.  The 
formula is designed  to 
enable the trust fund to keep 
pace with potential liabilities 
as covered  employment and  
wages grow. 
Based  on this formula, the 
contribution rate table will 
move from Table 7 in 2015 to 
Table 6 in 2016.  This will 
cause the estimated  average 
contribution rate for 
employers will increase from 
1.24 percent to 1.57 
percent.  Even though rates 
increased , Table 6 represents 
a significant recovery from 
2010 through 2012 when 
record  benefit payouts 
triggered Tables 3 and  
4.  Table 6 is the most 
frequently triggered table. 
Table 6 has been triggered 
nine out of the last 14 years. 
Iowa Workforce 
Development Director Beth 
Townsend praised  the 
stability within the 
Unemployment Insurance 
Trust Fund saying, “While 
the change to the 
unemployment tax rate is 
less than favorable, Iowa’s 
unemployment tax rate is 
among the lowest in the 
nation, due to the strength of 
our trust fund. That, coupled  
with sound  fiscal 
management, prevented  
Iowa from having to borrow 
federal funds during the 
most recent recession. We 
still have a large number of 
zero-rated  employers and  
new, non-construction 
employers continue to pay 
1.0 percent, one of the lowest 
tax rates in the country.”  
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