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The Iowa legislature, for the 
manufactured  housing 
industry, is not much to 
write about.  In one sense, 
we’ve had  such a long and  
successful run, there isn’t as 
much legislation to 
introduce.  We’ve moved 
from an industry which had  
goals to pass needed 
legislation to one which is 
primarily there to defend 
what we’ve previously won. 
The last few years we’ve 
primarily introduced  
legislation to utilize the Iowa 
Finance Authority (IFA) so 
that Iowans who wanted  to 
purchase a manufactured  
home for use in a rental 
community could  have a 
preferred  loan.  The concept 
has passed  the House in 
three d ifferent years, 
including HF 595 which was 
passed  last year.  The Senate 
will not take up HF 595 for a 
vote. 
This year IMHA introduced  
a bill which would  allow 
Iowa veterans to take 
advantage of the first time 
homebuyers program 
through IFA, if the veteran 
wanted  to buy a 
manufactured  home for 
placement in a rental 
community.  The legislature 
has appropriated  $2,500,000 
for veterans.  Each veteran 
approved will receive $5000 
to assist in purchasing a 
home.  That’s 500 veterans, 
who are first time 
homebuyers, who will 

receive $5000.  But none will 
be able to purchase a 
manufactured  home for use 
in a lease community.  If the 
veteran has the assets to 
purchase land , then the 
veteran could  select a 
manufactured  home. 
SSB 3070 was introduced  by 
Senator Wally Horn (D- 
Cedar Rapids).  IMHA 
thanks Senator Horn for 
introducing the bill.  
However, it d idn’t take long 
to determine that there 
wasn’t sufficient support 
among Senate Democrats to 
pass this bill. 
 
 

HF 493: Clear & Present 

Danger 

The original clear and  
present danger law passed  
the legislature in 1992.  It 
was a bill that IMHA 
supported  and  was the lead  
lobbying organization.  The 
concept of the legislation is 
that landlords should  be able 
to end  leases for those 
tenants who are creating a 
clear and  present danger to 
other residents by means of 
their dangerous conduct, 
especially in the areas of 
assault, d rug use, or illegal 
weapons.  The law allows for 
a non-curable three days’ 
notice.  However, since it is a 
lawsuit, evidence is needed 
in order to evict, if the 
residents don’t otherwise 

leave when presented  the 
notice.  The law seems to 
work best when drug dealers 
are involved .  When they get 
the notice, they normally 
want to leave as quickly as 
possible. 
HF 493 came about because 
there are a few cities in Iowa 
that want to force landlords 
to use clear and  present 
danger statutes.  These cities 
use 911 emergency calls to 
regulate problem rental 
properties. When too many 
emergency calls come from a 
property, the city will fine 
the landlord and  the tenant.  
In the case of non-
manufactured  housing 
communities, cities often 
require landlords to have a 
license to do business.  If too 
many emergency calls come 
from a property, landlords 
could  lose their license to 
operate.  Of course, some of 
these landlords are not 
managing their properties 
very well.  Some victims of 
domestic violence are 
reluctant to call 911 because 
they fear the landlord  will 
evict them. 
Ironically, one of the defense 
measures for victims of 
domestic violence is to call 
the police.  It is a necessary 
step in the law legally to 
keep the landlord from 
evicting the victim.  It is an 
ad justment to the clear and  
present danger law that 
IMHA supported .  HF 493 is 
another ad justment to the 
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Carbon Monoxide Poisoning’s Impact in Iowa 2010-2014. 

Year # of Deaths # of Hospitalizations 
# Emergency  

Department Visits 

2010 13 34 353 

2011 17 35 266 

2012 12 35 223 

2013 10 42 308 

2014 21 24 241 

 

clear and  present danger 
law.  This ad justment would  
prevent landlords from any 
kind  of retaliation against 
the victim for calling 911.  It 
would  also prevent cities 
from using 911 phone calls 
as a basis for regulating 
rental properties.  HF 493 
passed  the House last year.  
The Senate d idn’t consider 
the bill last year, but is 
expected  to do so before this 
legislative session ends. 
 
 

HF 2310/2219 

These bills would  require the 
installation of carbon 
monoxide detectors in single 
family and  rental units.  
Single family homes would  
not be impacted  until the 
home is sold .  The buyer 
would  have to have a CO 
detector installed  in the 
home in order to obtain a 
homestead  exemption.  
Much new home 
construction alread y has CO 
detectors installed  with the 
smoke alarm detector.  There 
are alarm units produced 
that contain both smoke and  
CO detectors. 
Manufactured  housing 
would  not be impacted  
unless the home has been 
converted  to real estate 
wherein the homestead  
exemption system would  
prevail.  If you are renting 
out both the manufactured  
home and the land , such as 
in a manufactured  housing 
community, you would  be 
subject to installing the 
detector, should  the bill pass.  
Regulations concerning the 
bill would  be written by the 
state fire marshal.  If passed , 
the law would  not go into 
effect until July 1, 2018. 
The Iowa Senate passed  SF 
2219 on a vote of 37-11 on 
February 29th. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SF 2150/2326 

These bills were introduced  
by the Iowa State Bar 
Association.  The bills would  
clarify that persons buying 
homes on contract, in a real 
estate context, could  be 
evicted  using the 
FED/ eviction proceedings. 
Mortgages are governed  by 
foreclosure proceedings; 
landlord / tenant leases are 
already clearly the subject of 
evictions in small claims 
court, if the tenant won’t 
leave after the lease has been 
broken; but magistrates are 
struggling with how to rule 
on real estate contract sales. 

 

HF 2354 

This bill is being promoted 
by the Iowa Judicial Branch.  
It is an attempt to make sure 
that a record  of small claims  
proceedings are captured  in 
case either party decides to 
appeal the decision.  Under 
current law, either party can 
hire a shorthand reporter.  If 
that’s not done, the only 
record  is whatever notes the 
judge might have taken.  HF 
2354 would  require the 
magistrates to record  the 
proceedings and  retain the 
record ing for one year, or 30  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
days after the d isposition of 
the case, whichever is longer. 
 

2015 Used Home 

Rankings 

IMHA has a voluntary 
program, since September of 
2009, wherein members 
remit either $100 or $150 per 
used  home sold .  This 
program has been very 
important to IMHA’s 
budget.  Here are the top ten 
participating members, 
ranked by the amount of 
money sent to IMHA.  The 
number, to the right in 
parenthesis, is the ranking 
for 2014. 
1. Yes Communities (1) 
2. Hames Homes (2) 
3. Flummerfelt (4) 
4. Brenton Communities (3) 
5. Bon Aire (7) 
6. Fawn Creek (5) 
7. Lake Ridge (9) 
8. Century Homes (6) 
9. Ripley’s (8) 
10 .Joanne Stevens (10) 
 


