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Amended to 

Appropriations Bill 

Congress, just like our state 
legislature, works in a two 
year cycle.  Bills alive in 2015 
can be considered  in 2016.  
HR 650 passed  the U.S. 
House last year.  It’s still 
eligible in 2016.  Its Senate 
companion S 682 now has 27 
cosponsors. S 682 and  HF 
650 are bills to amend the 
Truth in Lending Act to 
modify the definitions of a 
mortgage originator and  a 
high-cost mortgage.  Both 
Iowa Senators are 
cosponsors of S 682, with 
Senator Joni Ernst being the 
latest Senator to sign on. 
Iowa is one of 8 states to 
have both Senators 
cosponsor the bill. 
Late last year, the language 
from our reform bill was 
placed  into an 
appropriations bill, only to 
be taken out, along with all 
other Dodd Frank reform 
language. That means we are 
maintaining the effort in 
2016 to keep S 682 moving.  
The job is half completed .  
We need  to finish in 2016, or 
we have to start all over with 
a new Congress in 2017. 
In this election year, it’s clear 
that HR 650 won’t pass on its 
own.  The bill has now been 
successfully amended  onto 
the Financial Services and  
General Government 
Appropriations bill.  The 

vote was 31-17 for the 
amendment.  Iowa 
Congressman David  Young 
was among those voting 
“yes.”  The amendment was 
offered  by Tennessee 
Congressman Chuck 
Fleischmann. 

 

Court & Regulatory 

Decisions 

The landlord  tenant law in 
Iowa became effective in 
1978.  There have been a few 
decisions on 562A and 562B 
during the past 38 years.  
The one landlords remember 
most is the 1982 Iowa 
Supreme Court decision 
uphold ing the 60 days’ non -
renewal of lease decision.  
This year is becoming a big 
year for tenants.  The high 
court has ruled  against 
landlords in 562A cases, 
primarily against landlords 
under the jurisd iction of 
chapter 562A.  The primary 
issues involved  automatic 
carpet cleaning fees, 
irrespective of wear and  tear 
issues.  Another issue dealt 
with making tenants 
responsible for repairs of 
damage caused  during a 
robbery of the rental home. 
The Iowa Supreme Court is 
also expected  to rule on the 
Barkalow decision later this 
year.  That case set up the 
new class action rules for 
tenants, and  further stated 

that merely having an illegal 
provision in the lease is a 
cause for legal action. 
 
 

MHPAC: Record Low 

Participants – Big 

Results 

Our Manufactured  Housing 
Political Action Committee, 
MHPAC, had  a solid  
fundraising year in 2015, but 
d id  so with the assistance of 
only 39 members. That’s the 
fewest number of 
participants in the 34 year 
history of MHPAC, breaking 
the record  low of 42 set last 
year. The amount of money 
raised  in 2015 was down to 
$20,800, the least raised  since 
1993.  Seven of our 39 
members gave to our 527 
fund, which can receive 
corporate and  business 
contributions.  This money 
can’t be given d irectly to 
candidates, but p olitical 
parties and  legislative 
leaders have accounts to 
accept these kind  of 
contributions which can be 
used  for issue advocacy and  
other matters.  The money 
just can’t go d irectly to the 
candidates.  The amount 
raised  for the 527 account 
was $5950. Putting the two 
funds together, it turned  out 
to be the best fundraising 
year since 2002.  The total 
was $26,750 from 39 
members.  That’s an average 
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of about $686 per 
contributor.  
Our thanks to the following 
members: Kevin Alberhasky, 
Ken Brenton, Charlotte 
Brown, Todd Burds, Monte 
Burrell,  Dave Cunningham, 
Lori Dahlen, Golfview 
Investors, Lee Dreyer, Curt 
Erickson, John Fay, Mike 
Flummerfelt, Cletus 
Gerardy, Doug/ Lisa Grief, 
Barbara Hames, Curt Hames, 
Troy Hames, Tom Kennedy, 
Ed Kinkade, Ann Logemann, 
Roy Marquardt, Bill Peters, 
Steve Proctor, Joel Ravitz, 
Tim Reida, Dave Ripley, Kim 
Sharp, Perry/ Jane Schoff, 
Linda Scalf, Paul/ Lois 
Shook, John Sibley, Allen 
Smith, Joanne Stevens, Ron 
Struble, Rebecca Terrazas, 
Frank Weeks, Fred  Williams, 
Winnie Williams, and  Joy 
Wulf. 
 
 

MHPAC: 2016 

This year is an election year.  
Twenty one members have 
contributed  $14,250 so far. Of 
that amount, $4350 has gone 
to the 527 account.  The first 
21 members to give PAC 
money this year have 
averaged  $698, a very lofty 
average.  The results of the 
election this November will 
set the stage for what IMHA 
can or can’t accomplish for 
the next two years.  Our 
thanks to the following 21 
members: Kevin Alberhasky, 
Charlotte Brown, Todd 
Burds, Monte Burrell, Dave 
Cunningham, Golfview 
Investors, John Fay, Mike 
Flummerfelt, Cleatus 
Gerardy, Barbara Hames, 
Curt Hames, Troy Hames, 
Tom Kennedy, Roy 
Markwardt, Bill Peters, Tim 
Reida, Dave Ripley, Kim 
Sharp, Paul/ Lois Shook,  
John Sibley, and  Frank 
Weeks.  

 

Business Court to 

Continue 

The Iowa Supreme Court has 
announced that the Iowa 
Business Specialty Court will 
remain an ongoing part of 
the Iowa court system. In 
December 2012, the Supreme 
Court created  a three-year 
pilot project following a key 
recommendation of the "2012 
Report of the Iowa Civil 
Justice Reform Task Force." 
The business court pilot 
project began accepting 
qualifying cases May 1, 2013. 
The business court accepts a 
broad  range of complex 
commercial cases with 
$200,000 or more in d ispute 
and  is staffed  by three judges 
with experience in handling 
the complex issues facing 
businesses. The business 
court judges are Michael 
Huppert, of Des Moines; 
Annette Scieszinski, of Albia; 
and  John Telleen, of 
LeClaire. Details on the 
criteria for a case to be 
assigned  to the business 
court and  additional 
information about the 
business court are posted  on 
the Iowa Judicial Branch 
website at:  
http:/ / www.iowacourts.gov
/ About_the_Courts/ Specialt
y_Courts/ Business_Court/  
In July 2015, the judicial 
branch concluded its second  
comprehensive evaluation of 
the business court pilot 
project. The evaluation 
found that attorneys who 
have had  cases in the pilot 
project strongly supported 
the business court and  
wanted  it to become a 
permanent part of the Iowa 
civil litigation system. The 
2015 and the initial 2014 
evaluations are posted  on the 
judicial branch website 
at http:/ / www.iowacourts.g
ov/ About_the_Courts/ Speci
alty_Courts/ Business_Court
/ Pilot_Project_Evaluations/  

After a thorough review of 
the 2105 evaluation, the 
Supreme Court has 
determined  to continue the 
Iowa Business Specialty 
Court as a component of the 
Iowa court system. The 
business court will continue 
to operate with the eligibility 
criteria for acceptance of 
cases as used  in the pilot 
project. In its 2016 
administrative term begin-
ning July 1, the court will 
conduct its third  annual 
review of the business court 
to determine if it should  
make any changes to the 
eligibility criteria or other 
aspects of the project. 

 

Arthur J. Gallagher & 

Co. gets top ranking in 

J.D. Power study 

Commercial insurance 
broker Arthur J. Gallagher & 
Co. was the highest-
performing broker in the J.D. 
Power 2015 Large 
Commercial Insurance 
Study. The study measures 
customer satisfaction with 
commercial insurance 
brokers based  on eight 
attributes: quality of advice 
and  guidance provided; 
reasonableness of fees; ease 
of the renewal process; 
effectiveness of risk control 
services; variety of program 
offerings; effectiveness of 
program review; billing and  
payment process; and  claims 
process.  Congratulations to 
Arthur J. Gallagher & 
Company, which is the 
company that manages the 
IMHA group property/  
casualty/ liability/ workers 
compensation insurance 
program.  John and  Matt Fay 
are the local contacts for our 
membership.  John is a 
lifetime board  member of 
IMHA, and  Matt is currently 
serving on the board . 
 
 

http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/Pilot_Project_Evaluations/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/Pilot_Project_Evaluations/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/Pilot_Project_Evaluations/
http://www.iowacourts.gov/About_the_Courts/Specialty_Courts/Business_Court/Pilot_Project_Evaluations/

