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It’s not over  until it’s over.  
We’ve all heard  that line.  
And it’s often true.  The last 
week or two of the 
legislature can be especially 
terrifying.  Legislators are 
trying to get some of their 
ideas inserted  into last 
minute budget bills. And 
these are ideas that d idn’t 
make it through the normal 
bill passing process.  As a 
highly visible profession, we 
have to worry about last 
minute attempts to change 
laws that affect us.  
Conversely, we make 
attempts, from time to time, 
to get some legislative 
changes made to our benefit, 
or to the benefit of our 
consumers. 
This year IMHA was 
successful in clarifying that 
cities can’t make community 
owners liable for the past 
due water and  city enterprise 
services bills of tenants.  
Cities, if not paid  by either 
the tenant or land lord , will 
often resort to placing a lien 
on the community owner’s 
property.  Ironically, this 
year’s effort is the third  time 
that IMHA has successfully 
promoted language to 
remedy this problem.  The 
first remedy was in 1986 
when we asked  the 
legislature to remove the 
licensing program by the 
state Department of Public 
Health.  Fearing that local 
governments would  want to 
start their own licensing 

programs, we asked  the 
legislature to prevent this 
option for local 
governments.  That was 
accomplished .  Then, in 2008, 
the city attorney of Guthrie 
Center found a loophole in 
the law.  This opinion was 
backed up by an Attorney 
General’s opinion.  The 
legislature again approved 
language, d ifferent from that 
of 1986.  A new problem 
surfaced  this year when the 
city attorney of Davenport 
found another problem.  
IMHA failed  to have the first 
language deleted  from 1986. 
The 2008 and 1986 language 
worked against each other.  
IMHA asked Jodie 
McDougal, of Davis Brown 
Law Firm, her opinion.  She 
concluded that Davenport 
was correct. 
We had  a new challenge 
with only about two weeks 
to solve it.  Even though the 
legislature d idn’t accept our 
exact language 
recommendation, Jodie 
McDougal is comfortable 
that it will do the job this 
time.  HF 2459, one of the 
last budget bills of the 
session, contained  our 
language. We are grateful for 
the lobbying work of IMHA 
Legislature Chairman, Curt 
Hames, on this issue. 

 

HF 493 

IMHA was a player in the 
passage of HF 493, a new 
law which will d isallow local 
governments using 911 
emergency phone calls as a 
basis for determining 
nuisance properties.  The 
admonishment to landlords 
concerning this new law is 
that you would  never state 
911 phone calls as a reason 
for evictions. 
 
 

SF 2219: Carbon 

Monoxide Alarms 

Those of you who rent ou t 
both the manufactured  home 
and land  in your 
communities will need  to 
make sure that you have a 
carbon monoxide alarm in 
your homes by July 1, 2018.  
As you know, alarms are 
available which are both 
smoke and  carbon monoxide 
in one unit.  Homes located  
on real property will need  to 
have the carbon monoxide 
alarm installed  when a home 
is sold .  Proof of the carbon 
monoxide detector will be 
necessary for the owner to 
receive a homestead  
exemption. 
 
 

Regional Meetings for 

Community Owners 

Executive Vice President, Joe 
Kelly, has conducted  four 
seminars for community 
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owners this spring. 
Davenport, Cedar Rapids, 
Pella and  Ames have been 
the sites.  Local members 
have hosted  these three hour 
seminars: Ripleys and  Patty 
Pratt in Davenport; the 
Hames family in Cedar 
Rapids; Mike 
Flummerfelt/ Joanne Stevens 
in Ames; and  Carol Oliver 
and  Bill Peters in Pella.  
About 125 members have 
taken advantage of these 
sessions.  If you would  like 
to have one of these 
seminars come to your area 
of the state, please contact 
the IMHA office. 

 

No Mandated 

Sprinklers for Iowa 

The state of Iowa build ing 
code covers all build ings 
owned by the state, as well 
as the build ing code for 
modular homes.  Recently, 
the state had  occasion to 
make some minor changes to 
the build ing code.  It had  to 
do with build ings owned by 
the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.  The 
language adjustments were 
made in the fire sprinkler 
section of the code.  
Confusion arose, and  IMHA 
began receiving calls from 
members about a new, 
mandated  sprinkler 
requirement for modular 
homes.  This is not the case.  
Nothing has changed on this 
front.  Sprinklers are not 
required  of modular homes 
in Iowa. 

 

Jodie’s Jurisprudence 

IMHA has kept attorney, 
Jodie McDougal, busy 
recently with all the state 
Supreme Court decisions 
coming down, new HUD 
memos, etc.  We have 
emailed  those out to  

everyone.  For those of you 
who just hear from us via 
regular mail, you may not 
have received  this material.  
If you are interested  in 
getting Jodie’s legal 
opinions, just contact the 
IMHA office, and  we will 
send  them out to you. 
 
 

HUD Memo on 

Criminal Background 

Checks 

Jodie will have an analysis 
and  advice on the HUD 
memo before too long.  In 
the meantime, check out 
your application materials.  
You certainly don’t want to 
have any written statement 
about how you don’t rent to 
anyone with an arrest record 
or won’t rent to anyone who 
has been convicted  of a 
felony.  The HUD memo, 
which was emailed  to 
members previously, d irects 
housing providers to do 
individual reviews of all 
applicants with a record . 

 

Annual Meeting Update 

The 69th annual meeting of 
the Iowa Manufactured  
Housing Association will be 
held  on Sunday, November 
6th and  Monday, November 
7th.   Our Sunday afternoon 
seminar presenter will be 
Frank Rolfe, co-owner of 
RV/ MH Horizons and  
Mobile Home University.  
Rolfe and  co-owner, Dave 
Reynolds, are the 6th largest 
owners of manufactured  
housing communities in the 
U.S.  Frank also serves on the 
IMHA board  of d irectors.  In 
preparing this seminar for 
November 6th, Frank is 
interested  in what topics you 
would  like to see him cover.  
Please send  your ideas and  
potential topics to IMHA, 
and  we will forward  them to  

Frank.  It should  be a very 
interesting and  useful 
seminar. 
Another speaker we have 
signed  up for the annual 
meeting is Don Grove, 
Supervisor, Iowa Civil 
Rights Commission.  Don is 
the individual most 
knowledgeable in state 
government about matters 
involving civil rights and  fair 
housing, including 
emotional support animals.  
Don will be covering these 
topics beginning at 8:30 a.m., 
Monday morning, 
November 7th.  Don’s 
presentation will last for 90 
minutes.  Be prepared  to 
bring your questions for 
Don. 
We are working to secure 
one more speaker for 
Monday morning. You will 
have 3 speakers at the 
meeting this year for 6 hours 
of information, not including 
our reception on Sunday 
night, the Presidents’ 
banquet, and  annual meeting 
luncheon.  There are 
opportunities for you  to 
network with members, and  
there will be new members 
attending this year. 

 

Used Home Rankings 

for 2016 

Hames Homes 
Bon Aire 
Fawn Creek 
Lake Ridge 
Century Homes 
 

New Home Rankings 

for 2016 

Clayton Homes 
Adventure Homes 
Champion Homes 
Skyline Homes 
Wisconsin Homes 
Commodore Homes 
MHE 
Fairmont 
Chief 
 


