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Davenport Changes 

Regulations 

For a number of years the 

city of Davenport has 

required  all businesses to 

have a license to operate in 

the city. The problem is that 

in 1986 the legislature, at the 

request of IMHA, dropped  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

state licensing of 

manufactured  housing 

communities and  added 

language that local 

governments could  not 

license manufactured  

housing communities.  

IMHA hired  the Davis 

Brown law firm to advise the 

city that their ord inance d id  

not apply to manufactured  

housing communities.  Davis 

Brown attorney, Emily Stork, 

was successful in her work 

with the city.  In addition, 

IMHA instructed  Stork to go 

for refunds.  Iowa law only 

allows for going back five 

years in refunds from local 

governments.  IMHA has 

provided  the names of its 

members in Davenport to 

Emily.  The city has agreed 

to send  a check to Davis 

Brown for red istribution to 

IMHA members.  There is 

not a great deal of money 

involved .  However, we 

wanted  the city to obey the 

law and pay a refund, so that 

the issue isn’t forgotten for a 

while. As this newsletter is 

being published , the city is 

dragging its feet in getting 

the refunds ready. 

 

 

Use of Criminal 

Records in Screening 

Tenants 

Attached, or enclosed  with 

this newsletter, is the legal 

analysis from attorneys, 

Jodie McDougal and  

Jonathan Schroeder, on the 

July - August 2016 
2016 IMHA ANNUAL MEETING:  

 

 

Sunday, November 6
th

, 2016 

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.   Board Meeting 

2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.   Community Seminar presented by Frank 

Rolfe 

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.    Reception 

7:00 p.m. - Presidents’ Banquet 

Special Speaker: Pamela Danner, Administrator, Office of 

Manufactured Housing Programs, HUD 

Monday, November 7
th

, 2016 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.   Don Grove, Supervisor,  Iowa Civil Rights 

Commission, will present a seminar on civil rights issues, 

especially on emotional support animals 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30a.m.  Break 

10:30 a.m. – Noon       To be announced (Potential Presentation on 

Lease to Purchase Contracts) 

Noon – 1:15 p.m. Lunch and Annual Business Meeting 
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HUD guidelines for use of 

criminal records in screening 

tenants. 
 

 

Section 8 Vouchers Can 

Now Be Used To 

Purchase Manufactured 

Homes 

H.R. 3700, supported  by our 

national association, MHI, 

was signed  into law by 

President Obama on July 

29th. The authorization for 

manufactured  housing 

occurred  in section 112 of the 

new law. The new law 

essentially changes the 

definition of rent: “rent shall 

mean the sum of the 

monthly payments made by 

a family assisted  und er this 

paragraph to amortize the 

cost of purchasing the 

manufactured  home, 

including any required  

insurance and  property 

taxes, the monthly amount 

allowed for tenant-paid  

utilities, and  the monthly 

rent charged  for the real 

property on which the 

manufactured  home is 

located , including monthly 

management and  

maintenance charges.”  

Here is an additional 

provision of section 112: “If 

the amount of the monthly 

assistance payment for a 

family exceeds the monthly 

rent charged  for the real 

property on which the 

manufactured  home is 

located , including monthly 

management and  

maintenance charges, a 

public housing agency may 

pay the remainder to the 

family, lender or utility 

company, or may choose to 

make a single payment to the 

family for the entire monthly 

assistance amount.” 

 

May Shipments Up 

Iowa retailers and builders 

ordered 46 HUD manufactured 

homes in May, an increase of 12 

homes for a 35% increase.  In 

the first five months of the year, 

the total is 189 homes, up 78 

homes, or 70 %, ranking Iowa 

as 4th in the country for 

percentage increase over the 

same time period in 2015.   

Iowa ranks 31st in orders for the 

year; 25th in single sectioned 

homes, and 42nd in multi-

sectioned homes. 

IMHA is asking retailers and 

manufacturers to make sure 

that the unit funding dues are 

paid to IMHA.  Manufacturers 

are asked to send in $150 for 

each manufactured or modular 

home they ship to Iowa.  For 

the first five months, dues on 

manufactured homes are only 

in the 80% to 85% range. That’s 

not the traditional performance 

we’ve come to expect.  Many 

years we’ve had a compliance 

performance in the 95% to 98% 

range. 

 

Community Survey 

The Manufactured Housing 

Institute, MHI, has compiled 

some information relative to 

community issues among the 

states.  Data is in on 29 states, 

including Iowa.  For example, 

only two states have rent 

control: California and New 

Jersey. Five states have some 

degree of rent regulation. Nine 

of the twenty nine states, 

including Iowa, have a state 

law disallowing local 

governments have adopting 

any kind of rent control 

measures.  Only five states, 

among the 29, allow for a non-

cause eviction.  Iowa is one of 

the five states.  The other four 

states are Arkansas, North 

Carolina, Oklahoma, and 

Texas.  Twenty of the states 

require a written lease.  Iowa 

does not. However, Iowa 

requires community owners to 

offer a written lease.  IMHA 

recommends a written lease.  

Six states require 90 days’ 

notice for rent increase.  Six 

states allow for a 30 days’ 

notice for a rent increase.  

Arkansas law is silent on the 

issue, allowing owners to 

increase rent at any time. 

 

 

GIC Purchases Majority 

Stake Yes! Communities 

Singapore’s sovereign-wealth 

fund GIC along with 

Stockbridge Capital Group 

purchased a 71 percent stake in 

Denver-based property firm 

Yes! Communities. Financial 

details have not been disclosed, 

but reportedly the firm has 

been valued at more than $2 

billion in June.  

YES is a portfolio company of 

real estate funds managed by 

Stockbridge Capital Group . 

Stockbridge’s existing in-

vestors, together with members 

of YES!’s management team, 

will continue to own an 

approximately 29% interest.  

 

http://www.gic.com.sg/
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