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TSUNAMI ELECTION
Asid e from the national
results, Iow a voters m ad e a
big change: for the first tim e
in 10 years (12 years, if you
count the tw o years w hen
the Senate w as 25-25), the
Iow a Senate has gone
Republican. Six incu m bent
Dem ocrats w ere d efeated on
N ovem ber
8th .
The
Republicans now have a 2919-1 ad vantage. There is a
special election on Decem ber
27th in Davenport. Rep. Jim
Lykam (D-Davenport) is
expected to w in the Senate
seat left vacant w hen form er
Senator Joe Seng d ied .
It’s likely to be a 29-20
ad vantage, w ith Senator
David Johnson having left
the Republican Party to
becom e an ind epend ent.
Senator Bill Dix has been
elected as Senate Majority
Lead er.
In the H ouse,
Republicans picked u p tw o
seats and now have a 59-41
ad vantage.
Rep.
Lind a
Upm eyer has been reelected
as Speaker of the H ouse.

Election Implications
IMH A and other interest
groups w ill be at the Capitol
w ith lots of pent up d em and

for legislation. IMHA has
seen m ost of its H ouse
passed agend a thw arted in
the Senate. IMH A w ill be
back w ith its Iow a Finance
Authority revolving loan
fund bill w hich had passed
the H ouse in three d ifferent
years.
We also want to
change the law so that
veterans
can
choose
m anufactured
housing,
placed in lease com m unities,
as an option to the veteran s’
housing fund program . We
w ill also be back w ith a new
d efinition of w hat structures
can
be
placed
w ithin
m obile/ m anufactured
housing com m unities. We
w ill also be p ushing for an
appropriation of $100,000 so
that the Build ing Cod e
Departm ent can hire an
ad d itional inspector. This is
im portant because w e d on’t
w ant H UD to make a
d eterm ination that Iow a isn’t
sufficiently supporting its
installation
inspection
program . Iow a used to have
three inspectors. N ow w e
only have tw o.
IMH A is also having issues
w ith
DN R’s
w ater
subm etering
position.
Attorney Jonathan Wilson,
som e
years
ago,
had

2016

d eveloped an alternative
billing m ethod w hich had
satisfied the essence of the
ad m inistrative rule, and
DN R agreed . In recent
m onths, DN R has changed
its position, or at least one of
its
field
representative
changed the position. Kelly
has had a coup le of
prelim inary m eetings w ith
DN R Director, Chuck Gipp.
N ow the attorneys are being
brought in. IMH A, along
w ith Davis Brow n attorneys,
Jonathan Wilson and Jod ie
McDougal, w ill be m eeting
w ith DN R in late Decem ber.
We w ill seek an internal
rem ed y w ith DN R, hopefully
m oving back to w here the
previous interpretation w as.
If that can’t be achieved , then
IMH A w ill take a look at a
legislative rem ed y.

MHPAC
The Manufactured H ousing
Political Action Comm ittee,
MH PAC, has just com pleted
participation in its 18th election.
MH PAC w as involved in 53
d ifferent legislative races in this
election cycle. We w ere w ith
the w inners in 51 of those
contests.
That’s a great
percentage for w ins. H ow ever,

w e know it’s d ifficult to get to
100%. There are alw ays upsets
in elections. We stay loyal to
legislators w ho have supported
us, even w hen w e susp ect that
the legislator m ight have
d ifficulty w inning reelection.
Our political action program
exists only because w e have
m em bers w ho are aw are of its
im portance. Legislators can’t be
helpful if they can’t retain their
seats. Legislators can’t retain
their seats if they can’t raise
sufficient m oney to run a
strong cam paign.
IMH A’s
board of d irectors, back in 1982,
realized that an organized
effort to raise m oney, by m eans
of a political action comm ittee,
w as a necessary step for the
ad vancem ent
of
IMH A’s
legislative agend a. 41 IMH A
m em bers, in 2016, mad e a
m onetary
contribution
to
MH PAC.
H ere are those
m em bers
w ho
contributed
$19,800 to MH PAC and $5900
to our 527 fund . The latter
account can give m oney to
cand id ates w ho have a 527
account.
This account can
spend m oney only on issue
ad vocacy, and not to a personal
PAC account. We thank the
follow ing 41 IMH A m em bers:
Kevin
Alberhasky,
Ken
Brenton,
Charlotte
Brow n,
Tod d Burd s, Monte Burrell,
Dave
Cunningham ,
Lori
Dahlen, Golfview Investors,
Curt Erickson, John Fay, John
Ferring,
Mike
Flumm efelt,
Cletus Gerard y, Peter Gillin,
Doug & Lisa Grief, Curt
H am es, Barbara H am es, Troy
H am es, J.L. Jones, Low ell
Junkins, Tom Kenned y, Ed
Kinkad e, N eil Kurzner, Roy
Markw ard t, Johnny Peart, Bill
Peters, Joel Ravitz, Tim Reid a,
Dave Ripley, Kim Sharp, Perry
& Jane Schoff, Lind a Scalf, Paul
Shook, John Sibley, Alan Sm ith,
Ron Struble, Rebecca Terrazas,

Frank Weeks, Fred William s,
Winnie William s, and Joy Wulf.

Strong September
Iow a retailers ord ered 76%
m ore m anufactured hom es
in Septem ber than they d id
last
Septem ber.
This
percentage of increase ranks
4th best in the U.S. It’s 37
hom es com pared to 21 in
Septem ber of 2015. For the
first three quarters of 2016,
Iow a retailers have ord ered
356
new
H UD
cod e
m anufactured hom es, a 56%
increase over the sam e
period in 2015, w hen only
228 hom es w ere ord ered .
The 56% increase for the first
nine m onths is the second
best in the U.S. follow ing the
lead er, Connecticut. For the
year, 73% of the ord ers have
been single sectioned hom es.

Lease With Option to
Purchase
Those of you who are on the
IMHA email list for newsletters
and other information have
already received the memo and
forms from the Davis Brown
law firm on how to use the
selling method of lease with
option to purchase.
This
particular set of documents,
drawn up by Davis Brown, has
been approved for use in Iowa
by
the
Iowa
Banking
Superintendent.
Using this
method exempts you from
needing a mortgage loan
originator’s license.
If you
receive this newsletter by
regular mail, contact IMHA if

you
would
documents.

like
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Annual Meeting
It w as the best attend ed
annual m eeting since the 50th
anniversary m eeting of 1997.
N inety m em bers attend ed
the 2016 m eeting. We had
five presenters, all of w hom
had valuable inform ation for
the attend ees: Frank Rolfe,
Spencer Roane, Pam Danner,
Don Grove, and Jod ie
McDougal. We have copies
of
the
pow er
point
presentations
from
all
speakers except Grove. If
you’d like a copy of any or
all
these
presentations,
contact IMH A. Those on our
em ail list have alread y
received this m aterial.
IMH A thanks the follow ing
com panies
for
their
sponsorship of the m eeting.
Platinum – RV H orizons
and Yes Com m unities
Gold – Schult H om es and
21st Mortgage Corporation
Silver
Arthur J Gallagher, Brenton
Com m unities, Davis Brow n
Law ,
Fairm ont/ H arm ony
H om es
,
H ighland
H om es, Mid Country &
Com m od ore H om es, Skyline
H om es
Bronze, Western H ills

2017 Annual Meeting
IMH A annual m eeting w ill
be held N ovem ber 12th and
13th .The m eeting w ill be
held som ew here in Des
Moines TBD.

