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IMHA will be hold ing a 

Laws and Regulations 

seminar from 9 a.m. until 

noon on Friday, April 7, at 

the Lake Forest MH 

Community Clubhouse, 2800 

28th St., in Sioux City.  We 

appreciate Paula Clark and  

Lake Forest hosting this 

meeting.  The meeting is 

open to anyone in the 

industry, whether member 

or not.  We obviously expect 

the bulk of the audience to 

be from western Iowa.  

Please contact IMHA if you 

are planning to attend . 

Attached  is a registration 

form. 

Also, on the same date, in 

the afternoon, beginning at 

1:00, the Iowa Civil Rights 

Commission will be hold ing 

a seminar on service and  

assistance animals. The 

meeting will be held  at the 

Sioux City Public Museum, 

607 4th St. in Sioux City. 

 

Legislature Taking On 

Big Issues 

The Iowa legislature is not 

backing away from 

controversial issues. HF 291, 

the collective bargaining bill 

dealing with public 

employees, took one week 

from the time the bill passed  

the House subcommittee 

until Governor Branstad  

signed  it into law.  The state 

Capitol was full w ith 

public employees lobbying 

against the bill.  Six House 

Republicans voted  against 

the bill, which still passed  

with 53 votes. 

Defunding of Planned 

Parenthood, workers’ comp 

reform, and preventing cities 

from having a higher 

minimum wage than the 

state are just a few of the 

controversial bills left, not to 

mention agreeing a budget 

for 2018, with less than 

expected  revenues.   

It has been d ifficult getting 

legislators’ attention on bills 

of less importance, including 

those from the Iowa 

Manufactured  Housing 

Association. 

 

 

Funding For New MH 

Inspector 

IMHA has had  strong early 

signals of support for our 

effort to get a $100,000 one-

time appropriation for the 

Build ing Code 

Commissioner.  This money 

is needed to hire a third  

inspector for manufactured  

and  modular home 

installations. The state used  

to have three inspectors 

before the western Iowa 

inspector retired  a couple of 

years ago.  The IMHA board  

of d irectors decided  to work 

for this additional funding so 

that our program could  not 

be easily criticized  by HUD, 

which has a contractor doing 

the work in the 13 states that 

don’t have an approved 

installation program.  It is 

our top legislative priority to 

obtain this funding in order 

to strengthen our position in 

hold ing on to our state 

inspection program. There 

are reports from other states 

indicating that the hired 

contractor is looking for 

more business.  To do that, 

the contractor has to show 

HUD that the state is lacking 

in its required duties of 

inspecting the installation of 

manufactured  homes. 
 

 

Longer Term Solution 

Since we know that the state 

will not give us special, 

annual funding for the 

installation program, we 
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have to seek some ongoing 

funding in the form of fees.  

We have fees for the 

purchase of installation seals.  

There are other fees scattered 

around the build ing code 

commissioner’s duties.  Few, 

if any, of these fees have 

been increased  for many 

years.  IMHA has recently 

met with the build ing code 

commissioner, Rich Bolton, 

and  the Fire Marshal, Jeff 

Quigle, to d iscuss a strategy 

to get all the fees increased .  

If all the fees in the build ing 

code department and  the fire 

marshal’s department are 

raised , it will have less 

pressure on the increase in 

the cost of installation seals.  

The IMHA board  has passed  

a motion not to resist a seal 

cost of $250.  If all the fees go 

up, then it’s not likely that 

manufactured  housing 

installation fees would  have 

to increase to the level of 

$250. 

 

 

IFA Revolving Loan 

Fund 

HSB 39 is the bill to create a 

revolving loan fund for 

manufactured  housing 

purchases.  Manufactured  

housing is already eligible 

for all Iowa Finance 

Authority (IFA) programs 

where our houses are 

converted  to real estate.  For 

a number of years, IMHA 

has petitioned  the legislature 

to approve the creation of a 

special fund  for those 

Iowans who would  like to 

purchase a manufactured  

home and place in in a lease  

 

community. We are not 

aware of the existence of this 

type of program anywhere in 

the U.S. 

HSB 39 would  give IFA the 

legal authority to create such 

a fund.  The other issue is 

funding the program.  Since 

the legislature began the 

2017 session by making 

significant cuts in the 2017 

budget, which was approved 

in 2016, it is highly unlikely 

that the legislature will 

appropriate any money to 

get our program started . 

There are four other 

revolving loan programs, 

dealing with housing, that 

have been created  over the 

years: the senior living fund, 

funding for the d isabled , 

funding for people in 

transition, funding for home 

and community based  

services.  These programs 

have never been able to use 

all the funding which has 

previously been provided .  

At one time, there was 6 to 7 

million dollars lying around 

unused .  We had  our eye on 

that money, but we couldn’t 

get our bill passed  fast 

enough.  The money was 

sent to a hospital in 

southeastern Iowa.  The 

money will be paid  back, so 

that the fund will be 

replenished .  IFA has taken 

all four programs and put 

them together for the 

purposes for accessing the 

money came back into the 

system on loan repayments.  

For the immediate future, if 

we can get HSB 39 passed  

into the law, our fund will 

join the other five in being 

eligible for the existing  

 

monies.  

We do have one opponent so 

far, and  a few concerns 

cropping up, as a result of 

the subcommittee meeting 

on HSB 39.  The Attorney 

General has come out 

opposed  to HSB 39.  The 

major reason stated  is that 

Iowa’s landlord  tenant law 

allows for a 60 days’ non -

renewal of a lease without 

stating a cause. The Attorney 

General has long raised  this 

issue at the legislature.  The 

subcommittee d id  not seem 

persuaded by the argument.  

The bill passed  out of 

subcommittee on a 3-0 vote. 

The AG also showed 

concerned  over a portion of 

the bill which would  allow a 

financial agent to become 

involved  in the MH 

revolving loan program.  

Financial agent is not 

defined  in the bill or perhaps 

not even in the code.  IMHA 

has indicated  that we 

assumed  that only banks and  

institutions licensed  to do 

financial business in Iowa 

could  participate with IFA 

programs.  There will likely 

be language added to the bill 

to make it a requirement.  

IMHA does not object to this 

language.  The AG was 

fearful that MH retailers 

would  be able to access the 

money d irectly from IFA in 

order to make a sale. 

IFA also wants some 

d irection as to how to 

manage who gets the money 

among five eligible revolving 

housing loan programs.  

That will be worked  out and  

added to the bill.  

 


