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Iowa retailers ordered  123 

additional manufactured  

homes in 2016.  The total was 

470 homes compared  to 347 

in 2015.  That’s an increase of 

35%. As a result of more 

community owners 

becoming retailers, the ratio 

of single sectioned  homes 

ordered was the largest since 

1992, when 72% of the 

product mix was singles. In 

2016, it was 71%. 

The overall total of 470 

homes was the best year 

since 2005 when 589 

manufactured  homes were 

ordered . 

Iowa moved to the 31st state 

in orders of manufactured  

homes, up from the 36th 

position last year. Iowa was 

27th in single sectioned 

orders and  42nd in multi-

sectioned  orders. 

 

 

January Shipments 

Orders for HUD code 

manufactured  homes were 

up 2 homes from last 

January, from 17 to 19. 

The product mix was 14 

singles and  5 multi-sectioned 

homes. 
 

 

February Shipments 

This was a bad  month for 

HUD code manufactured  

home orders.  The total was 

only 13 homes, down 52% 

from last year’s total of 27 

homes.  For the first two 

months, there were only 32 

homes ordered , down 12 

homes, or 28% for the year. 

 

 

Modular Home 

Shipments Down for 

2016 

For the third  consecutive 

year, orders for new 

modular homes have fallen, 

compared  to the previous 

year.  In 2016, the number 

was 290, the lowest annual 

total since 1989.  The year 

2009 was almost as low 

when 291 modulars were 

ordered .  The third  quarter 

of 2016 was very promising 

with 90 orders, eight homes 

over the 2015 total.  The 

fourth quarter was the 

problem: a 39% drop from 

the fourth quarter of 2015, or 

a drop of 32 homes. 

Iowa has been a top 10 state 

for modular for a number of 

years. However, in 2016, 

Iowa fell to the 13th position. 

For the second consecutive 

year, orders of manufactured  

homes exceeded those of 

modulars.  For twelve 

consecutive years, from 2003 

through 2014, modular 

orders topped those of 

manufactured  housing.  

Those were the only years, 

going back to the early 

1960’s, when modulars 

prevailed . 

 

Federal Regulations 

Now that Iowa has a federal 

contractor for d ispute 

resolutions, retailers need  to 

pay more attention to 

following the federal 

regulations.  Recently, Iowa 

retailers received  an email 

from the Savan Group, the 

federal contractor managing 

the d ispute resolution 

program.  Iowa has its own 

installation program, but the 

state doesn’t do d ispute 

resolution.  Most of the 

problems in Iowa are solved  

by the initial involvement of 

the build ing code 

commissioner with 

installation issues and  

defects in construction of the 
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homes.  Very few complaints 

reach a mediation or d ispute 

resolution phase. 

One of the federal 

regulations that need  to be 

followed is a form, given to 

the customer of the new 

home, advising of the 

d ispute resolution program.  

IMHA has this form, if you 

are a retailer and  don’t have 

it.  We recommend that you 

make the use of this form a 

part of your sales process. 

 

Annual Meeting 

The 70th annual meeting of 

IMHA will be held  on 

November 12th and  13th at the 

Sheraton Hotel, 1800 50th St, 

West Des Moines, Iowa.  We 

are working on the 

programming for the 

meeting and  will have 

details when the next 

newsletter is published . 

 

State Legislation 

The legislature ad journed  

about 7:15 a.m. on Saturday, 

April 22nd.  There are some 

new laws passed  which will 

affect our industry in a 

positive way.  However, the 

two items that IMHA had 

asked  the legislature to 

consider were not passed .  

The first was a one-time 

appropriation of $100,000 to 

assist the build ing code 

commissioner in hiring a 

third  inspector for the 

manufactured  housing 

installation program. When 

state revenues began to fall, 

and  the first action of the 

legislature in January was to 

cut the existing 2017 state 

budget, we d idn’t stand  

much of a chance to secure 

this appropriation.  The 2018 

budget also had  cuts to 

almost all agencies of 

government. 

The second request was one 

we had  been taking to the 

legislature for the past five 

sessions.  It was a bill to give 

the Iowa Finance Authority 

the legal authority to create a 

revolving loan fund for 

purchasers of manufactured  

homes for use in lease 

communities.  HF 646 passed  

the House Appropriations 

Committee on a vote of 24-0.  

However, the impetus of this 

vote was not enough for 

House leaders to bring HF 

646 to a full vote on the 

House floor. IMHA had 

worked hard to find  a place 

where some existing funding 

could  be shared  with our 

proposed  fund.  It was a very 

d isappointing development.  

HF 646 will be eligible for 

debate again in 2018.  

As for funding for the 

build ing code commissioner, 

IMHA has had  conversations 

with the Fire Marshal and  

Build ing Code 

Commissioner about raising 

all the fees within the scope 

of their offices.  None of 

these fees have been raised  

in many years.  If they are all 

raised , then no one sector 

will have to carry more than 

their fair share of the burden. 

IMHA is interested  in 

keeping the state build ing 

code commissioner doing 

inspections, rather than 

having the state drop out of 

the business and  have a 

federal contractor take over. 

SF 505: Homebuyer 

Savings Account 

After several years of effort, 

the Iowa Realtors 

Association was successful 

with its first time homebuyer 

savings account proposal. 

Why do we care?  Because 

manufactured  housing even 

placed  in a rental 

community, is eligible for 

this program. The new law, 

effective January 1, 2018, will 

allow an individual to open 

an account for a maximum of 

$2000 per year, and  a 

married  couple $4000 per 

year.  The account can last 

for up to 10 years.  The 

money saved  is a deduction 

on the person or couple’s 

state income taxes.   

 

HF 146: Revision to FED 

Law 

This bill, signed  by Governor 

Branstad  on April 21, and  

effective on July 1, will 

prevent landlords from 

losing eviction cases when 

the defendant raises 

insufficient notice 

challenges, even though the 

tenant or attorney is present 

at the hearing.  Landlords 

have lost these kinds of cases 

around the state.  There is 

one critical component of the 

FED notice: it has to arrive to 

the tenant three days prior to 

the hearing.  HF 146 

provides that, if the three 

days’ notice is not met, and  

the tenant doesn’t have 

counsel, the judge can 

inform the tenant that a 

continuance will be granted .  


