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Legislative surprises aren’t 

usually positive.  However, 

IMHA received  a surprise at 

the board  meeting on May 

23rd.  IMHA Executive VP, 

Joe Kelly, was bemoaning to 

Rich Bolten, Build ing Code 

Commissioner, and  to Jeff 

Quigle, the Fire Marshal, the 

fact that the legislature d id  

not appropriate $100,000 to 

them for the purpose of 

hiring a third  inspector.  

Iowa used  to have three 

inspectors, until the western 

Iowa inspector retired.  The 

third  position has not been 

replaced . 

Both Bolten and  Quigle had  

quizzical looks on their faces 

when Kelly completed  his 

remarks. Bolten responded 

that the Department of 

Public Safety’s financial 

personnel told  them that a 

$107,000 line item in the 

budget, unspecified , was 

actually meant to be used  to 

hire the third  inspector. 

Bolten and  Quigle stated  that 

they had  already filed  the 

paperwork to start the 

process to hire the third 

inspector.  Kelly had  been 

skeptical because IMHA has 

asked  the legislature for 

$100,000 in one time money.  

The appropriations bill had  

$107.000.  Usually the 

legislature doesn’t give you 

more than you ask for.  Also 

Kelly had  been told  by a 

legislative staffer that the 

money was not for IMHA’s 

request.  Nonetheless, DPS 

has designated  the money 

for use in hiring an 

inspector. 

 

 

New Inspector: What 

the Big Deal? 

Why should  IMHA members 

care about having a third 

inspector?  Doesn’t business 

like less regulation, rather 

than more? The issue here is 

that the industry is not going 

to avoid  having our new 

homes inspected  for 

installation.  Federal law 

required  the installation 

inspection of new 

manufactured  homes.  If the 

state is deemed insufficient 

in its installation program, 

the federal government will 

take over the program and 

have its contractor, SEBA 

Professional Services, take 

over the installation 

program.  The SEBA 

program would  be much 

more bureaucratic and  costly 

to installers and  to 

consumers.  This is why we 

wanted  to work so d iligently 

to get the money for the state 

in 2017.  We d idn’t want 

SEBA to declare that Iowa’s 

installation program is not 

sufficient, as they recently 

d id  in Michigan.  Even 

though Michigan is the top 

northern state in 

manufactured  housing, the 

state regulator there d id  not 

want to continue the 

program.  The technique 

used  by the state regulator 

was not to comply with 

some of the program 

regulations. 

However, the Michigan 

association is working hard 

to correct the situation and  to 

retain the state control of 

inspections. 

 

March/April Shipments 

Iowa retailers and  

developers ordered  27 fewer 

homes this March than 

March of last year.  This 

reality gave Iowa the 

dubious d istinction of 

having the fourth largest 

decline in the U.S., bettered 

only by Kentucky (29), 

Illinois (44), and  West 

Virginia (50).  For the year, 
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through March, only 70 

manufactured  homes had  

been ordered , a decline of 39 

homes, or 36%, compared  to 

last year. 

The product mix was 

strongly slanted  to single 

sectioned  homes with 31 of 

the 38 homes.  

April was better only in the 

sense of comparing to April 

of 2016.  We were up by 9%, 

37 homes compared  to 34.  

However, we were down 

one home from March.  The 

product mix was d ifferent on 

April: 20 multi-sectioned  and  

17 singles.  For the year 

through April, there have 

been 107 manufactured  

homes shipped into Iowa. 

Compared  to 2016, this is a 

decline of 36 homes, or 25%. 

Relatively speaking, 2016 

was a strong year, with 470 

orders, up 35% from 2015.  

Iowa ranks 37th in orders. 

 

 

Hames Legacy 

Most members know by now 

that Curt Hames d ied  on 

April 30, only about two 

weeks after the d iscovery of 

bladder cancer.  He was 92.  

Curt never retired .  He said  

retirement was for old 

people. To the end , his mind 

was sharp.  He was always 

looking for ways to make 

everything better.  Notwith-

standing his immense 

amount of achievements 

personally and  profess-

ionally, his positive attitude 

might be his real legacy - 

that, and  love for his family, 

his country, and  his 

profession.  

 

IMHA Seminars 

Many thanks to Paula Clark, 

Lake Forest Community in 

Sioux City, for hosting the 

first seminar of the year on 

April 7th.   The second  

seminar was held  in Cedar 

Rapids on Friday, May 19th, 

hosted  by the Hames family, 

at the Grandview 

Community Clubhouse. The 

Hames family has hosted  a 

seminar for at least 15 

consecutive years.  We 

encourage other members to 

host a seminar for your 

managers and  for other 

members in your region of 

the state.  

 

 

Dodd Frank Reform HR 

10 

The manufactured  housing 

industry, led  by the 

Manufactured  Housing 

Institute, has for several 

years been trying to convince 

Congress to make some 

adjustments to the Dodd 

Frank financial reform act.  

This year shows the greatest 

promise, although given that 

the Republicans barely 

control the Senate, prospects 

for passage of HR 10 aren’t 

as great as you might expect.  

MHI’s reform bill, HR 1699, 

was rolled  into the larger 

Dodd Frank bill.  HR 10 has 

passed  the House and  has 

been assigned  to the Senate - 

Banking, Housing, and  

Urban Affairs Committee. 

Neither Senator Grassley nor 

Senator Ernst is a member of 

the committee.  Both are 

expected  to support HR 10.  

Iowa’s three Republican 

House members: Blum, 

King, and  Young voted  for 

HR 10, while Rep. Loebsack 

voted  no. 

 

Assistance Animals 

Community owners are very 

familiar with tenants’ 

request for assistant animals.  

These aren’t the service 

animals, such as those 

trained  to help the blind , or 

persons who are susceptible 

to seizures. These are the 

animals, usually dogs, that 

tenants want to have to get 

around a no pets policy. 

Tenants who have a real 

d isability are not the 

problem.  The additional 

complexity is that tenants 

often want a breed  of dog 

that is known to be 

dangerous. 

A tenant at West Park 

Village in Cedar Rapids has 

requested  a chow chow 

mixed breed  for her 

assistance animal.  The 

doctor has d iagnosed  the 

tenant as having anxiety/  

depression and  stated  that 

the dog would  “help 

alleviate stress.”  West Park, 

owned by the Hames family, 

is going to test a provision of 

the law that allows for denial 

based  upon an economic 

hardship.  The Hames’ 

insurance agent, Matt Fay, 

has informed the Hames 

family that acceptance of the 

chow chow will likely cause 

a dramatic increase in 

premiums and could  cause 

the underwriter, Employers 

Mutual, to drop coverage.  


