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Last month we reported that the 

state of Iowa had dropped its 

SAA (State Administrative 

Agent) duties for HUD. This 

fact caused some anxiety among 

the retailer/installer segments of 

our membership, fearing that 

Iowa would no longer be in 

charge of the manufactured 

housing installation program.  

IMHA members who are 

located on the borders of Iowa 

and who do business in Illinois, 

Nebraska, and South Dakota, 

aren’t very happy dealing with 

HUD’s contractor who runs the 

installation program in those 

states. 

In order to clarify the situation, 

IMHA invited Rich Bolten, 

Iowa Building Code 

Commissioner, to appear at the 

November board meeting.  

Bolten presented to the board a 

copy of the written agreement 

between Iowa and HUD. This 

document, signed by HUD 

manufactured housing 

administrator, Pamela Danner, 

accepts Iowa’s withdrawal as 

SAA.  The document also 

clearly accepts Iowa’s intention 

to retain the installer licensing 

and training program. 

In the 2017 legislative session, 

IMHA was successful in 

persuading legislators to 

appropriate $107,000 so that 

Iowa could hire a third 

inspector for the installation 

inspection program. 

 

Legislative Session 

The second year of the 87
th

 

General Assembly will start on 

Monday, January 8
th

.   It is 

expected to be a quick session, 

with the major focus being on 

income tax cuts and general 

budget issues. 

Some are expecting the session 

to be completed by the end of 

March or the first week in 

April. 

IMHA will be working on HF 

646, the bill which would create 

a revolving loan program within 

the Iowa Finance Authority for 

the purchase of manufactured 

housing which can be used in 

lease communities.  IFA does 

not have any programs which 

aren’t real estate based ones.  

HF 646 has passed out of both 

the House Economic Growth 

and Appropriations Committee.  

The bill in on the House debate 

calendar.  A companion bill has 

been sought by Senator Roby 

Smith (R-Davenport) who is 

chair of the Senate State 

Government Committee.  The 

bill will also have to go to the 

Senate Appropriations 

Committee.  All Republican 

leaders in both the House and 

Senate have expressed support 

for HF 646.  IMHA is also 

pursuing a bill on the 

misrepresentation of emotional 

support/companion animals.  

However, since we’re dealing 

with a federal law, it hasn’t 

been easy to draft such a 

proposal, especially the most 

important part of a law: how 

will it be enforced? 

IMHA will also be working on 

various landlord tenant 

measures which are likely to be 

introduced by other landlord 

groups. IMHA has also learned 

that the Attorney General has 

asked for a draft of a 

landlord/tenant bill which has a 

general title of “tenant rights.”  

IMHA assumes that this bill 

will be targeted toward 

manufactured housing 

community owners. 

 

IMHA 70th Annual 

Meeting 

We had 80 members present for 

the annual meeting.  Attendees 

heard information from four 

speakers, two of whom had 

three hour seminars. Ken 

Corbin gave a very informative 

and entertaining three hour sales 

seminar on Sunday afternoon. 

He was preceded by a 
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presentation from USDA’s 

Mary Beth Juergens on her 

agency’s 502 housing program.  

In the interaction with 

members, Mary Beth was 

encouraged to try to get Iowa as 

a part of a pilot program which 

would accept manufactured 

housing in land lease 

applications. 

Monday morning members 

were given a federal legislative 

and regulatory update from 

Rick Robinson, general counsel 

for MHI.  Following Rick, and 

rounding out the last three hours 

of programming, was Jodie 

McDougal of the Davis Brown 

law firm.  Community owners 

and managers are always 

informed and entertained by 

Jodie. 

The 2018 annual meeting will 

be held in Cedar Rapids on 

November 11
th

 and 12
th

. 

 

Meeting Sponsors 

IMHA appreciates the support 

of member companies in 

helping to defray the cost of our 

meeting.  The IMHA board has 

approved, for 2018, a revised 

format that will allow more 

contact with our supplier 

members.  It will be a mini 

trade show format. The 

following companies together 

contributed $4000 for the 2017 

meeting: Platinum, RV 

Horizons and Yes Communi-

ties; Gold, Schult Homes; 

Silver, Arthur J. Gallagher, 

Brenton Communities, Commo-

dore Homes, Cricket Wireless, 

Highland Homes, and Skyline 

Homes. 

 
 

 

MH Shipments 

We haven’t reviewed the 

numbers since the May 

shipments. As you might 

expect, orders have been up and 

down.  In June, orders were up 

47%, from 51 homes to 75 

homes. After 6 months, Iowa 

was down 21 homes, or about 

9% from last year.  July was 

down 20%, 33 homes ordered 

compared to 41 in July of last 

year.  That loss dropped us 29 

homes from last year’s pace.  In 

August, orders were flat: 37 

homes compared to 38.  The 

yearly total was 289, down 9% 

from 2016.  September saw an 

uptick of 38% with 51 homes 

ordered, compared to 37 last 

year.  Through three quarters, 

Iowa was down 16 homes from 

last year, or about 5%.  October 

was a positive month, with 60 

orders, up ten from last year. 

October is the latest month for 

which we have numbers.  The 

total, through 10 months, is 400 

homes. At this point last year, 

Iowa orders were at 406 homes, 

down just under 2%. For the 

year, Iowa ranks 32
nd

 in the 

U.S. with the 400 orders.  For 

single sectioned orders, Iowa 

ranks 28
th

.  For multi-sectioned 

orders, we’re 38
th

. 

 If you look at the number of 

floors shipped into Iowa, we’re 

actually up 3% - 535 floors 

compared to 519, meaning that 

double sectioned homes are a 

slightly higher ratio this year in 

Iowa, but still just 34% of the 

mix. 

There are 35 corporations 

building HUD code 

manufactured homes in the 

U.S., compared to 200 

corporations in 1978.  Plant 

sites have dropped from 550 in  

1978 to 127 this year, although 

the number of plants is up 6 

from last year. 

 
 

Modular Orders 

Getting information on modular 

production isn’t an exact 

science, especially Iowa orders 

as compared to what’s going on 

in the remainder of the country.  

MHI no longer has its contract 

with Hallahan & Associates 

who were doing research 

around the country on modular 

production. 

IMHA will continue to inform 

you about modular activity in 

Iowa.  Even that information is 

better analyzed over time. 

Manufacturers of modular 

homes have to contact the state 

building code commissioner for 

seals to place on the modular 

homes.  In order not to delay 

production and shipments, 

modular manufacturers will buy 

seals in larger numbers than 

they currently need.  As the 

manufacturers are getting close 

to running out of seals, they will 

contact the state for another 

batch of seals.  Therefore, if you 

compare modular seal orders 

from year to year, you have a 

better idea of what’s going on, 

rather than a month to month, or 

even a quarter to quarter 

comparison.  The latter time 

frame is what we will use in 

reporting the modular numbers.  

Here is what we have for this 

year.  122 modular seals were 

bought in the first quarter; 72 in 

the second quarter; and 90 in 

the third quarter.  Last year, the 

numbers were 46, 103, and 90 

respectively.  For the year, the 

purchase of modular seals has 

increased by 45, or about 19%. 

 


