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With regard to retailers ordering 

manufactured homes, 2017 was 

exactly the same as 2016.  The 

total homes ordered were 470.  

The difference in the two years 

is that this year saw an increase 

in sectional orders at 34%, or 

168 homes.  In 2016, it was 136 

sectionals, or 29% of total 

orders. In 2016 Iowa ranked 31
st
 

among the states in shipments 

of manufactured homes.  In 

2017, Iowa ranked 33
rd

. 

Nationally, shipments were up 

over 14%, from 81,169 to 

92,891 homes.   

 

 
Story County Zoning 

Policy 

Story County is dealing with 

legal non-conforming 

mobile/manufactured housing 

communities in a severe manner.  

When a home in a non-

conforming community leaves 

for whatever reason, Story 

County is not allowing a 

replacement home. This policy 

leaves the owner of the 

community with limited options.  

Make sure no home ever leaves, 

even if it results in paying a 

premium price to the 

homeowner to keep it there.  

Homes will deteriorate over 

time so that no natural 

upgrading of homes can occur, 

causing a loss of value for the 

community owner. 

High courts around the country 

have ruled in favor of 

community owners in these 

situations.  A member 

community owner in Story 

County has retained Davis 

Brown law firm to represent 

him in negotiations with Story 

County. 

 

HF 646/SF 2345 

These companion bills would 

allow for the creation of a 

revolving loan fund, under the 

direction of the Iowa Finance 

Authority, for the purchase of 

manufactured housing to be 

placed in lease communities.  

Manufactured housing is 

already eligible for all real 

estate based IFA plans, which is 

the requirement for all their 

housing plans. 

HF 646 has been returned from 

the debate calendar to the 

House Appropriations 

Committee, which is the fate of 

all bills on the calendar when a 

previous legislative session 

ends.  SSB 3019 was introduced 

this year by Senator Roby 

Smith (R-Davenport) who is the 

chair of the State Government 

Committee. SSB 3019 was 

passed by the State Government 

Committee on a vote of 15-0 

and has become a committee 

bill with a new number, SF 

2345.  This bill is a bit different 

from HF 646 in that the state 

housing program for veterans is 

included in SF 2345. We 

thought SF 2345 would have to 

move to the Senate 

Appropriations Committee, but 

the Senate has decided not to do 

so.  We want the final passed 

bill, heading to the Governor, to 

be the Senate bill.  The Iowa 

American Legion supports our 

bills.  The Attorney General is 

opposed, citing the need for 

landlord/tenant legal reform 

before encouraging any 

additional use of manufactured 

housing. 

 

 

Prison Industries/COG 
Homebuilding 
 
As we reported to you via 

email, Governor Reynolds has 

put $1,000,000 in her proposed 

budget for this year and next for 

the purpose of copying the 

South Dakota model of having 

prisoners build houses.  The 

retail arm of this arrangement 

will be the Council of 

Governments, COGs, which 

consult with smaller towns 

around Iowa.  The COGs have 

hired some contract lobbyists to 

help push this idea too.  We’re 
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sure the COGs and Prison 

Industries convinced the 

Governor that this was a great 

deal, helping prisoners learn a 

trade and assisting small town 

Iowa in finding housing.  And 

the direct competition from the 

state goes against all IMHA 

members who sell 

manufactured and modular 

homes on private property.  And 

it’s not just competition: it’s 

unfair competition because the 

labor cost in building the homes 

will be very modest, since the 

prisoners are paid very little for 

their labor. 

In addition to the $1,000,000 

that the Governor has in her 

budget for this project, Senator 

Mark Lofgren (R- Muscatine) 

has introduced SF 2225 which 

sets up the legal authority for 

the prisoners at the Newton 

prison to build homes.  SF 2225 

also has an appropriations of 

$2,000,000 for the project.  It 

will be a decision for the full 

legislature to make as to 

whether this project is 

approved.  

The IMHA board of directors 

has voted to oppose SF 2225. 

Also opposed is Iowa’s largest 

business association, the 

Association of Business and 

Industry. The Master Builders 

of Iowa (MBI) is opposed 

because the $2 million dollars 

would come from the state’s 

infrastructure fund, which is 

usually used for buildings and 

infrastructure that MBI 

members get to build.  The 

Iowa Homebuilders Association 

is registered as supporting SF 

2225.  The Iowa HBA 

legislative committee voted to 

oppose SF 2225.  However, the 

HBA board of directors did not 

follow the recommendation of 

their legislative committee. 

 

TTs Become MHs 
 
It’s easy to forget that travel 

trailers can become mobile 

homes.  It’s a provision of Iowa 

law, and it’s been in the books 

for a long time.  When a travel 

trailer remains in one location 

for 90 days or more, it becomes 

a mobile/manufactured home 

for taxing purposes.  DOT 

advises IMHA that consumers, 

in these situations, should take 

the plate off the travel trailer 

and take the plate to the county 

treasurer.  The consumer should 

then ask the treasurer to place 

the travel trailer vehicle in 

“vehicle storage.”   This action 

will prevent any 

misunderstandings about the 

status of the vehicle and 

potentially keep consumers 

from having to pay fines.  If the 

consumer decides to leave the 

mobile/manufactured housing 

community, then the consumer 

goes back to the treasurer, takes 

the vehicle out of storage, and 

secures another plate for 

travelling purposes. 

 

 

Household Hazardous 
Materials Permits 
 

Most of you probably received 

notice from the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) about 

the need to get your Household 

Hazardous Materials (HHM) 

Retailer Permit.  IMHA 

contacted DNR to find out why 

this notice was sent out to our 

industry.  DNR, using the 

Department of Revenue sales 

tax permit list, sent out notices 

to a wide list of retailers, raising 

awareness of the permit.  As it 

turns out, the permit is only 

relevant to our industry if you 

make a retail sale of parts and 

materials containing substances 

that are in the HHM category.  

The example given to IMHA is 

that if you sell a house which 

has, for example, formaldehyde 

in the carpets, you don’t need 

the HHM permit.  However, if 

you separately sell the customer 

a rug cleaner materials with 

hazardous materials, then you 

would need the permit, since 

it’s a retail sale of something 

different from materials used in 

the manufacturing process of 

the home.  In other words, it’s 

highly unlikely that you would 

need this permit. 

 

Retail Sales 
 

Iowa retailers sold 293 

manufactured homes in 2017, 

compared to 313 in 2017, a 

decrease of over 6%.  As you 

will note in our previous story, 

the orders of new homes from 

the factory remained the same 

at 470.  The discrepancy in 

retail sales from orders is due to 

retailers replenishing their 

inventories and probably 

manufactured housing 

communities buying homes for 

rental purposes, instead of 

selling outright. Retail sales 

data was compiled by Statistical 

Surveys, Inc, using information 

from Iowa titles. The company 

sells very detailed reports which 

can be designed for your 

particular area of interest.  The 

contact person is Scott Stropkai. 

The phone number is 616-281-

9898, extension 128. 

 
2018 Annual Meeting 
 

The 2018 Annual Meeting will 

be Nov 11
th

  & 12
th

 at the Cedar 

Rapids Marriott. 


