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HF 2480, IMHA’s proposal to 

establish a revolving loan fund 

for manufactured housing, 

passed the House on April 9 by 

a vote of 96-0.  The bill passed 

the Senate 41-7 on April 11. 

Governor Reynolds signed HF 

2480 on April 17
th

. The new 

revolving loan fund will be set 

aside exclusively for 

manufactured housing sited in 

manufactured housing lease 

communities. Manufactured 

housing is already eligible for 

all IFA programs involving real 

estate.  Financial institutions 

and lenders approved by the 

Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) 

will be able to access funding at 

virtually no cost and lend the 

money at below market rates. 

The program is not limited to 

only new homes. 

There is no new appropriation 

for this fund.  However, the 

legislation allows up to 

$1,000,000 for the fund from an 

existing revolving loan fund 

already shared by four other 

programs.  These four funds, 

over the years, have had $8 

million appropriated.  A few 

years ago the legislature took $5 

million out of the fund and 

loaned it to a struggling hospital 

in Keokuk.  The money is being 

paid back, with a $3.8 million 

balloon payment due on January 

1, 2020. 

Administrative rules will have 

to be written before the 

manufactured housing program 

can begin. 

This means the program 

probably won’t begin until late 

fall, since the new law doesn’t 

take effect until July 1. 

 

 

Service Dogs/Assistance 
Animals 

The Iowa House is struggling 

with SF 2365 after the bill 

passed the Senate on March 7
th

 

on a vote of 49-0.  SF 2365 

passed the House Veterans 

Committee without opposition, 

but now some House 

Republicans are questioning 

why any legislation is necessary 

since there is already a federal 

law on the topic. SF 2365 

remains alive for the duration of 

the session; but when it comes 

time to try to shut down a 

legislative session, leaders will 

often abandon bills if there is 

any kind of concern within the 

membership.  But proponents of 

the bill still believe that 

consensus can be reached. 

Because of federal restrictions, 

there can’t be much done on the 

topic.  However, the federal law 

doesn’t cover misrepresentation 

of service and assistance 

animals.  In SF 2365, if 

someone is caught saying a dog 

is a service dog when it isn’t, 

that person can be charged with 

a simple misdemeanor. On the 

assistance/companion/emotional 

support animal issue, there is no 

penalty for misrepresentation of 

the animal.  There is one part of 

SF 2365 that could be useful.  

The bill provides that doctors 

and mental health professionals 

would have to use a specific 

form written by the Iowa Civil 

Rights Commission in 

consultation with the Iowa 

Attorney General.  

 

 

Veterans Housing 

HF 2480 has another provision.  

The legislature appropriates 

$2,000,000 per year to help 

veterans with down payments 

for housing.  The amount for 

each veteran is $5,000.  It’s a 

popular program and easily runs 

out of money early each year.  

Some of you have reported 

veterans wanting to use their 

money to purchase a 

manufactured home for location 

in a manufactured housing 

community.  This has not been 

legal until the passage of HF 

2480.  On July 1, veterans will 

be allowed to use their $5,000 

for purchase of a manufactured 

home to be placed in a 

March – April 2018 

 2016 

IMHA/IFA BILL PASSES LEGISLATURE: GOVERNOR SIGNS 

 

http://www.iamha.org/
mailto:Joe@iamha.org
mailto:Becky@iamha.org


manufactured housing lease 

community. 

 

Iowa Supreme Court 
Victory 
 
Mark Ogden, owner of Oak Hill 

Mobile Home Park, prevailed in 

an Iowa Supreme Court 

decision against the city of Des 

Moines.  The city was 

attempting to close the park, 

causing 30 families to move, 

because it alleged that Ogden 

was running a community with 

too many safety violations.  The 

Polk County District Court and 

the Iowa Court of Appeals 

agreed with the city.  However, 

the Iowa Supreme Court 

essentially said that the city 

didn’t prove its case. 

Issues with cities are likely to 

increase around the state, 

especially with older 

communities that are “non-

conforming” uses, according to 

city zoning updates. Much of 

the focus could be on zoning 

matters. Non-conforming use 

means that the community can 

stay in business, but can’t be 

expanded. Also, larger homes 

placed on original lots could put 

the home too close to an 

adjoining home. 

 
 
Modular Orders Soar 
 
Orders for modular seals saw an 

increase of almost 20% in 2017.  

The modular industry stopped a 

three year slide in Iowa.  The 

last increase in orders was in 

2013 when there was an 

increase of 6%. The last 

increase of this size was in 2012 

when there was a 19% increase.  

347 modular residential seals 

were purchased in 2017, up 57 

homes from 2016 when 290 

seals were ordered. 

 

 

MH Orders Up in 
February 
 

Iowa retailers/builders ordered 

37 manufactured homes in 

February, up 24 homes, or an 

increase of 185% from last 

February.  For the two months 

of 2018, the totals are 55 homes 

this year, compared to 32 last 

year, an increase of 72%.  

Single sectioned homes totaled 

32 or about 58% of the market 

share. For the year, Iowa ranks 

36
th

 among the 50 states in 

home orders: 33
rd

 for single 

sections and 38
th

 for multi 

sections. 

 

MHPAC 2017 
 

IMHA members gave $28,250 

to the Manufactured Housing 

Political Action Committee in 

2017. Forty one members gave 

to the MHPAC fund. $23,750 of 

this amount was given directly 

to MHPAC for use in giving 

contribution to candidates for 

the state legislature or state 

executive offices.  $4,500 of the 

money was placed in our 527 

account which is corporate 

money given by IMHA 

members.  This money can’t be 

given directly to candidates.  It 

can be given to individual 

legislators who have created 

their own 527 accounts.  Both 

Democrats and Republicans 

have created 527 accounts as 

well.  This money can be used 

for issue advocacy.  Here are 

the 42 members who 

contributed in 2017: Kevin 

Alberhasky, Brandon Bedford, 

Ken Brenton, Charlotte Brown, 

Todd Burds, Monte Burrell, 

Dave Cunningham, Golfview 

Investors, Curt Erickson, John 

Fay, John Ferring, Mike 

Flummerfelt, Curtis Gerardy, 

Peter Gillin, Doug/Lisa Greif, 

Barbara Hames, Troy Hames, J. 

L. Jones, Lowell Junkins, Tom 

Kennedy, Ed Kinkade, Neal 

Kurzner, Roy Marquardt, Bill 

Peters, Joel Ravitz, Tim Reida, 

Dave Reynolds/Frank Rolfe, 

Dave Ripley, Perry/Jane Schoff, 

Kim Sharp, Linda Scalf, 

Paul/Lois Shook, John Sibley, 

Allen Smith, Joanne Stevens, 

Ron Struble, Rebecca Terrazas, 

Frank Weeks, Fred Williams, 

Winnie Williams, and Joy Wulf. 

 
 
Installers: What License 
Do You Need? 
 

If you hold an Iowa license to 

install homes, that license is 

good only for work within the 

state of Iowa.  If you do work 

both in Iowa and in either 

Illinois, Nebraska, or South 

Dakota, your Iowa license 

won’t work in these three 

neighboring states.  The reason 

is that these three states don’t 

operate their own licensing 

program.  They are known as 

federal default states.  There are 

fourteen states like this in the 

U.S.  To work in the federal 

default states, you must have a 

federal license.  Even though 

the federal government doesn’t 

recognize state installer 

licenses, Iowa does recognize 

the federal license.  It is 

dangerous to do work in these 

three states without having your 

federal license. 


