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IMHA members did a great job 

of submitting comments to the 

Iowa Department of Revenue 

(IDOR) on the proposed rule for 

implementing SF 512, the water 

quality act. When the Iowa 

Administrative Rules Review 

Committee, made up of 10 

legislators, met on August 14
th

, 

IDOR officials, before the 

committee could take any 

action, announced that they 

were going to rewrite the 

sections of the rule that affected 

manufactured housing 

communities.  The change they 

announced will assist a large 

number of IMHA members.  

Those communities receiving 

water from either a municipal 

utility or a private water 

company will not have to 

collect the water excise tax, so 

long as the water isn’t being 

individually metered at each site 

and billed for. 

Of course there is a growing 

number of members who are 

billing for water.  What isn’t 

clear is whether a community 

owner could use the meters as 

only a means of checking for 

water leaks and to counsel with 

residents who are overusing 

water.  The issue boils down to 

whether IDOR will follow 

precedent on what is required 

for a sale of water to take place.  

The IDOR precedent has been 

that a means to quantify 

personal usage has to be in 

place, such as meters, and the 

community owner would have 

to actually invoice the resident 

for the usage. It doesn’t appear 

that SF 512 requires a change in 

what constitutes the elements of 

a sale or resale. 

 

 

Rewrite of WET Rules 

The IDOR rewrite of the rules 

was released on August 22 and 

sent to IMHA members.  The 

rewrite doesn’t solve the issues 

for those members who have 

their own water source.  That’s 

the biggest problem remaining 

for our industry with the rules.  

We will have to continue 

objecting to this part of the rule.  

The best solution for this issue 

will have to come from the 

legislature.  But, in the 

meantime, we will have to 

continue to object to a situation 

wherein a community owner 

can’t provide water to residents, 

from a private well, at no 

specified cost to residents.  

There will be a public hearing 

on the rules on October 3
rd

.  We 

will continue to send you 

information on this issue. 

 

 

Iowa: Orders Weak in 

Last Two Months 

Through April, orders for new 

manufactured homes were up 

about 32% in Iowa. After May 

and June, orders are now down 

over 1% for the year. May was 

down just one home compared 

to May of 2017.  June was the 

largest drop, down 36 homes 

from last June, a 48% drop, 

giving Iowa the dubious 

distinction of having the 5
th

 

largest drop in the U.S. for June 

orders. 

But there is time to rebound 

before the year ends. Through 

the first six months of the year, 

orders totaled 216 homes, just 3 

off last year.  The national 

picture is an increase of 9% in 

orders for the first six months of 

2018. 

 
 
IMHA Annual Meeting 
 

We’re getting ready for the 71
st
 

annual meeting of the Iowa 

Manufactured Housing Assoc-

iation. 

The dates are Sunday, 

November 11
th

, and Monday, 

November 12
th

.  The site is the 

Marriott Hotel located at 1200 

Collins Rd NE in Cedar Rapids.  

Since Ken Corbin was so well 

received last year, we’ve asked 

him back to do another sales 

seminar.  In addition to sales 

seminars, we usually have a 
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seminar on community 

management.  We will be 

covering that topic again this 

year. We don’t have all the 

details yet on the community 

program yet, but we’re getting 

close. We’re also doing a panel 

with our finance companies 

who will update you on 

programs they offer your 

customers. We may be making 

last minute additions to the 

program.  Do your best to be 

there.  It’s always a good use of 

your time, and an investment in 

your professional growth. 

 
 
MHPAC Auction 
 

The IMHA board of directors 

has decided that having a silent 

auction during our annual 

meeting would be a fun activity.  

If you have something you’d 

like to donate, whether it’s a 

product or even a service your 

company could provide, let us 

know so that we can plan for 

this event.  You will be able to 

bid on the various items and 

services all afternoon on 

Sunday and throughout the 

banquet on Sunday night.  After 

the banquet, we will be 

announcing the auction winners.  

Proceeds from the auction will 

go to the Manufactured Housing 

Political Action Committee. 

 
Trade Show 
 

The IMHA board has also 

authorized a trade show to be 

held during the annual meeting. 

We are surveying our members 

to see how many want to 

exhibit.  Early response is pretty 

good, and it’s likely that we will 

having a trade show. It will be a 

great time to visit many of our 

supplier members. 

 

 

Selling Manufactured 
Homes 
 

Before you decide to sell your 

first manufactured home, you 

need to obtain a license to sell. 

You get that license from the 

building code commissioner.  

What is the penalty for getting 

caught selling without a 

license?  It’s a tougher penalty 

than you may realize.  If caught 

and convicted of selling without 

a license, you could face a 

serious misdemeanor charge.  A 

serious misdemeanor in Iowa is 

punishable by fine of up to 

$1875 and up to one year in jail.  

Misdemeanor punishments are 

defined in Iowa Code 901.  The 

penalty for selling without a 

license can be found in Iowa 

Code 102A.57. 

 

 

Manufacturers’ Report 
 

Here are the top corporations 

shipping homes into Iowa based 

upon the actual dues money 

submitted to IMHA: (1) Cavco 

(2) Clayton (3) Champion (4) 

Adventure (5) Commodore (6) 

MHE (7) Skyline (8) Wisconsin 

Homes (9) Sunshine 

 

 

MHPAC: Help Wanted 
 

Even though MHPAC has been 

in existence for 36 years, some 

of you may not know much 

about it, since we get new 

owners/managers in our 

business with great frequency.  

As for our veteran members, we 

have many who have 

consistently supported 

MHPAC, and far too many who 

have never participated. Giving 

to MHPAC is certainly not a 

condition of membership.  A 

political action committee is a 

legal entity wherein similarly 

situated people can choose to 

set up an organization where the 

members can contribute non 

corporate checks for use in 

supporting candidates for public 

office.  In the case of MHPAC, 

we limit ourselves to state of 

Iowa legislative races, along 

with gubernatorial races.   

Elections happen every two 

years.  2018 will be the 19
th

 

election that MHPAC has 

participated in. Our efforts are 

to support candidates who make 

an effort to understand our 

business and who will support 

our legislative agenda and who 

will assist when negative 

legislation is introduced. 

We thank the following IMHA 

members who have contributed 

so far in 2018: Kevin 

Alberhasky, Ken Brenton, 

Charlotte Brown, Monte 

Burrell, Dave Cunningham, 

Curt Erickson, Golfview 

Investors, John Fay, Mike 

Flummerfelt, Cletus Gerardy, 

Doug/Lisa Greif, Barbara 

Hames, Troy Hames, Norma 

Hames, Lowell Junkins, Tom 

Kennedy, Ed Kinkade, Neal 

Kurzner, Kyle Larson, Roy 

Marquardt, Angie Moss, Bill 

Peters, Joel Ravitz, Tim Reida, 

Dave Ripley, Linda Scalf, 

Paul/Lois Shook, John Sibley, 

Allen Smith, Joanne Stevens, 

Ron Struble, Rebecca Terrazas, 

and Frank Weeks. 

 


