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It’s the 175th year voters have 

sent their representatives to the 

Capitol to write new laws and to 

create a budget. There are 31 

new legislators:  22 in the House 

and 9 in the Senate.  IMHA has 

been representing the 

mobile/manufactured/modular 

industry at the legislature for the 

past 71 years.  It’s one of the 

most important aspects of what 

IMHA does. 

 

 

MHPAC Post Election 

Surge 
 

Thanks to the auction for 

MHPAC at the IMHA annual 

meeting and some other timely 

contributions from members, 

MHPAC was able to make 13 

additional contributions to 

legislators in late December and 

early January totaling $7750.  

Our total expenditures for 2017, 

2018, and early 2019 was 

$58,250.  Our MHPAC account 

now has a balance of $31.  

That’s what we do every two 

year cycle.  We get the balance 

down very low.  But there will 

be no more MHPAC fundraising 

until after the legislature 

adjourns in late April or early 

May. 

 

 

IMHA Legislative 

Agenda 
 

Operating at the legislature is 

like fielding a sports team.  

You’re probably going to play 

both offense and defense.  

IMHA normally shows up at the 

legislature with a number of bill 

proposals. The 2019 session is 

no exception.  In our last 

newsletter we mentioned the 

emotional support animal issue, 

taxation of water reform, and 

raising more money for the 

manufactured housing revolving 

loan fund.  

 We have now decided to work 

on some additional legislative 

ideas.  We have a bill introduced 

which would codify findings 

from three separate Iowa 

Supreme Court cases on the 

issue of what cities and counties 

can do regarding entities 

operating under a legal non-

conforming use.  There are 

numerous mobile/manufactured 

housing communities in this 

category. In addition to what the 

high court has already 

determined, our legislation will 

make clear that homes can be 

added to empty spaces in 

communities that are legal non-

conforming.  The city of Des 

Moines and Polk County have 

been guilty of this policy of not 

allowing replacement homes. 

SF 341: Service and 

Assistance Animals 
 

This bill has been voted out of 

the Senate Veterans Affairs 

Committee.  It would require 

health professionals, licensed by 

the state of Iowa, to use a state 

form in evaluation whether 

someone needs an assistance 

animal for an emotional 

disability. A tenant who 

misrepresents the need for such 

an animal would be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

 

 

SSB 1141/HSB 100: Legal 

Non-Conforming Use 
 

These companion bills would 

codify legal non- conforming 

use principles already 

determined by the Iowa 

Supreme Court in three different 

decisions.  The high court has 

found on behalf of private 

property owners to continue 

their non-conforming uses so 

long as certain conditions are 

met.  IMHA is also adding a 

clarifying provision in these bills 

so that it’s clear that MH 

communities can add homes to 

vacant sites.  SSB 1141 has 

passed out of the Senate State 

Government Committee on a 

vote of 11-3. SSB 1141/HSB 

100 are opposed by the Iowa 
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League of Cities, Iowa State 

Association of Counties, the city 

of Des Moines, and other cities 

and counties that have their own 

lobbyists. 

  

 

HSB 189/SSB 1158:  

Taxation of Water 
 

These companion bills are 

designed to change the way the 

water excise tax system is set up 

for manufactured housing 

communities.  We want to drop 

the legal requirement for MH 

communities to collect the tax, 

even if they bill for water costs.  

Members with their own water 

source would have to collect tax, 

if they bill for it.  IMHA is still 

working on the details of this 

idea.  HSB 189/SSB 1158 are 

Ways & Means Committee bills 

and are eligible for debate 

throughout the remainder of the 

session. 

 

SSB 1053/HSB 116: 

Landlord Omnibus Bills 

These bills were introduced by 

the Greater Iowa Apartment 

Alliance, GIAA.  Originally the 

bills had only two provisions.  

IMHA has successfully gained 

support to add 3 additional 

legislative ideas. The original 

bill sought to overturn the Iowa 

Supreme Court decision that 

declared an illegal provision in a 

lease is “used” by merely being 

part of a lease, not determined as 

to whether the landlord actually 

used the lease provision.  The 

other part of the bill deals with 

raising late fees on high end 

rents. 

IMHA is adding a fix as to how 

to proceed legally when a tenant 

dies and has no heirs or estate. 

The bill will also change the 

notice provisions regarding the 

judgment for abandonment 

action.  Finally, we’ve submitted 

language to clarify that 

magistrates do not lose 

jurisdiction to hear an eviction 

case, if a continuance goes 

beyond the 15 days optional 

requirement of the hearing. 

Both SSB 1053 and HSB 116 

have gained approval of 

subcommittees.  The Attorney 

General is opposing the “uses” 

proposal, and that proposal is 

likely to be dropped from the bill. 

 

HF 171/SF 131: 

Hotel/Motel Tax 

Current law exempts hotels and 

motels from collection tax on 

those who stay more than 31 

days.  MH communities are 

listed in the definition of lodging. 

These bills change the 31 days to 

90 days.  Even though our legal 

counsel, Jodi McDougal, 

doesn’t think the bills have any 

impact on MH communities 

being required to collect tax on 

new residents, she agrees that it 

would be a good thing to exempt 

manufactured housing from any 

definition of lodging.  IMHA has 

an amendment to do just that.  It 

appears that the IMHA 

amendment will be accepted. 

SF 93: Abandoned 

Structures 

This bill is a proposal to update 

the abandoned structures laws so 

that local governments can act 

quicker in dealing with nuisance 

structures.  Since manufactured 

houses were included in this bill, 

IMHA took the opportunity to 

clarify that it would only apply 

to those homes located on 

private property and converted 

to real estate.  Therefore, 

abandoned homes, in your lease 

community, would remain your 

responsibility. 

 

Prisoners to Build Houses 

Prison Industries may not get 

any money from the legislature 

for the project, but plans are 

moving forward for prisoners to 

build houses at Newton. Back in 

1982 the legislature gave Prison 

Industries the authority to get 

into any business. Normally 

Prison Industries comes to the 

legislature seeking funding.  

After striking out on funding for 

housing for the past few years, 

Prison Industries will sell some 

farm land it owns to get the 

initial capital.  Supporters think 

they can obtain the remainder of 

the funding from corporations 

and foundations.  

Governor Kim Reynolds 

supports the move by Prison 

Industries to build houses. 

 


