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In December of last year, the 

Iowa Court of Appeals 

overturned a Polk County 

District Court ruling on a case 

involving a clear and present 

danger eviction. The case, Linda 

Agan v Tammy Krambeck, drew 

a great deal of attention by 

means of friend of the court 

briefs on behalf of Krambeck, 

the evicted tenant: Attorney 

General, Iowa ACLU, Iowa 

Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence, ACLU Women’s 

Rights Project (New York), 

American Civil Liberties Union, 

National Housing Law Project, 

National Law Center on 

Homelessness and Poverty, 

National Network to End 

Domestic Violence, and Sargent 

Shriver National Center on 

Poverty Law all filed supporting 

legal briefs on behalf of Tammy 

Krambeck. 

Krambeck’s attorney was Iowa 

Legal Aid.  Police were called to 

deal with Greg Krambeck’s 

alleged physical abuse against 

his wife, Tammy, in a Polk 

County mobile home park.  

Tammy refused to cooperate 

with police or to file charges 

against Greg.  According to 

Agan, many of the episodes of 

physical abuse happened 

outside.  Therefore, Agan felt 

compelled to evict the 

Krambecks based upon a clear 

and present danger to 

surrounding tenants. 

The Krambecks didn’t show up 

for their small claims hearing.  

Tammy said that she was 

suffering a seizure on the day of 

the hearing and that Greg needed 

to stay with her during that time.  

The small claims court entered 

an eviction against the 

Krambecks for not showing up 

in court. 

An appeal was filed, and a Polk 

County District Court judge 

ruled that the small claims court 

decision should stand.  The 

Krambeck argument was that the 

clear and present danger notice 

was faulty because the notice 

didn’t contain the required 

information about a domestic 

violence victim’s rights to 

remain in the rental property if 

certain proactive steps were 

taken.  Because that information 

was not part of the legal notice, 

the Iowa Court of Appeals ruled 

that the lower courts didn’t have 

jurisdiction to act on the case. 

If you use IMHA forms, you will 

avoid this mistake.  The IMHA 

forms contain the required 

information from the state code 

concerning the rights of victims 

of domestic violence. 

 

 

Governor’s Housing 

Initiatives 

For rural Iowa to grow, there 

need to be new jobs created.  In 

order for jobs to be created, there 

has to be sufficient housing for 

workers.  You can’t expect 

workers to commute for long 

distances.  Some workers do it, 

but rural communities would 

rather have the workers living in 

their communities for a variety 

of reasons. 

Governor Kim Reynolds, as part 

of her Empower Rural Iowa 

Initiative, identified housing as a 

key element in the growth of 

rural Iowa.  In the 2019 

legislative session, HF 772 was 

passed which incorporated some 

of the ideas of Empower Rural 

Iowa.  For example, HF 772 

increased workforce housing 

credits from $20 million to $25 

million.  The new law also 

requires $10 million of the 

appropriation to be used in 

smaller cities, those located in 

any county except for the 11 

most populated counties in the 

state. 

 

 

Rural Housing 360 
 

Rural Housing 360 is the name 

of a company created by Steve 

Gilbert.  This company is 

attempting to work with smaller 

cities in Iowa to create 

partnerships among the cities 
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with local employers to make 

home ownership more 

obtainable for workers. Gilbert, 

who has met with IMHA, points 

out that housing costs rise 5 to 

7% per year, making it very 

difficult to get many Iowans into 

homeownership.  Small cities 

have vacant lots and can take 

steps to assist in housing costs.  

Local employers have an interest 

in seeing these vacant lots used 

so that workers can be near their 

place of employment. 

Gilbert is convinced that factory 

built homes are the answer to 

rural housing needs.  Gilbert has 

started out working with 

Stratford Homes, a modular 

builder out of Wisconsin.  He 

has learned that manufactured 

homes will need to be used as 

well because many of the 

workers will not be able to 

afford a modular home.  IMHA 

has supplied Gilbert with a list of 

manufacturers who produce 

both modular and manufactured 

homes for use in Iowa.  If you 

want to learn more about the 

concept for Rural Housing 360, 

go to the website at 

www.ruralhousing360.com. 

 

 

Assistance Animals 
 

Linda Grathwohl, interim 

Director of the Iowa Civil Rights 

Commission (ICRC), has 

informed IMHA that an 

emergency rule is being written 

that will satisfy the requirement 

of SF 341, passed by the 

legislature this session.  Part of 

the emergency rule will be the 

official form that Iowa 

healthcare professionals have to 

use in submitting a request for a 

fair housing accommodation.  

The form will also have to be 

used by out of state companies 

providing disability evaluations. 

An emergency rule means that 

the rule, once submitted to the 

Iowa Administrative Rules 

Review Committee, goes into 

effect immediately.  It appears 

that the ICRC is moving quickly 

to get the rules and the new form 

ready. 

The ICRC, on their webpage, 

www.icrc.iowa.gov, has a 

sample form that you can require 

tenants or prospective tenants to 

use while the official form is 

being finished. We suspect that 

the new form will not be that 

much different from the sample 

that is on the webpage.  There is 

also additional information 

available about assistance and 

service animals on the webpage, 

such as suggested policies and 

guidelines for your use. 

 

 

Modular Orders: Big 

Drop in 2018 
 

IMHA has reviewed official 

documents from the Iowa 

Building Code Department to 

determine the amount of orders 

requested from builders of 

modular homes.  It isn’t an exact 

science in that companies can 

purchase building seals in 

advance of production, if they so 

choose.  However, we suspect 

that not too many seals are 

purchased too far in advance of 

production. 

For 2018, the quarterly seal 

orders were as follows: 1st, 43; 

2nd, 106; 3rd, 54; and 4th 26, for 

a total of 229, which is a 

decrease of 34% from 2017. 

The news is better for the first 

quarter of 2019.  Modular 

manufacturers ordered 46 seals, 

up 3 from the first quarter of 

2018. 

 

MH Orders Surge in 

April 
 

Four states in the Midwest were 

part of the top ten in the nation 

in terms of increased orders of 

manufactured housing in April. 

Compared to April of 2018, 

Illinois was up 38 homes; 

Nebraska, up 37; Kansas, up 29; 

and Iowa, up 28 homes, ranking 

4th through 7th respectively. For 

April, there were 67 orders, up 

72% from last April.  For the 

first third of the year, Iowa 

retailers have ordered 176 

homes, up 35 homes, or 25% 

from the comparable period in 

2018. 

 

 

 

MHPAC 
 

IMHA has begun its fundraising 

for the Manufactured Housing 

Political Action Committee, 

MHPAC.  A letter has already 

been sent to our proven 

contributors. These 42 members 

last year sent in 

$31,000:  $24,000 of that 

amount could be used in direct 

contributions to candidates, and 

$7,000 was from corporate 

checks that can’t be used directly 

with candidates. The latter 

money can be used for 527 

political uses. MHPAC sees that 

the money gets distributed in the 

proper fashion. 

If you haven’t received a letter 

from us soliciting for MHPAC, 

then you haven’t made a 

donation yet.  We obviously 

need more members to 

participate. From 1992-1996, we 

had over 100 contributors each 

year, with the highest 

participation year being 1995, 

with 130.  
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