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IMHA entered the 2020 

legislative session in a severely 

defensive position.  After the 

amended HF 638 failed to be 

brought up on the last day of the 

2019 session, it was presumed 

by proponents that manu-

factured housing legislation 

would pass in 2020. A working 

group of bipartisan legislators 

held some meetings over the 

interim, culminating in a 

December 14th hearing at the 

Iowa Capitol, which we wrote 

about in the last newsletter. 

Proponents used up the first 

month of the 2020 session 

getting companion bills (HF 

2351/SF2238) ready for both the 

House and Senate.  Much of the 

time was spent gathering 

cosponsors for the bills.  In the 

Senate, 15 Democrats (all but 

three: Rich Taylor, Herman 

Quirmbach, and Nate Boulton), 

and 15 Republicans, out of 32, 

signed on to the bill – not a good 

sign.  In the House, there were 8 

Republicans and 8 Democrats.  

Fervor for the bill was evident as 

well from a very supportive 

press around the state. 

 

 

Lobbyists Hired 

 
IMHA prepared for this session 

by deciding to hire two 

additional lobbyists, Tim 

Coonan and Sydney Gangestad, 

attorneys who work for the 

Davis Brown law firm.  Tim and 

Sydney have done a great job 

representing IMHA. HF 2351 

and SF 2238 were introduced on 

February 12.  SF 2238 was 

assigned to the State 

Government Committee.  

Senator Jake Chapman was 

assigned the bill as 

subcommittee chair, and he 

decided not to hold a 

subcommittee meeting.  HF 

2351 was assigned to the 

Judiciary Committee with Rep. 

Brian Lohse (R-Bondurant), 

Rep. Bobby Kaufmann (R-

Wilton), and Rep. Jennifer 

Konfrst (D-Windsor Heights) 

named as the subcommittee.  A 

subcommittee meeting was held 

on February 17th.  Representing 

IMHA’s position against the bill 

were IMHA Attorney, Jodie 

McDougal, and lobbyist, Tim 

Coonan.  

 

 

HF 2351 Passed 

Subcommittee 
 

Tenants from around the state 

favoring the bill testified.  

Nathan Blake, representing the 

Attorney General, also testified 

in favor of the bill. As expected, 

the subcommittee voted to 

advance the bill to the full 

committee. Then, in a sudden 

and somewhat surprising move, 

Steven Holt, chair of the House 

Judiciary Committee, announc-

ed that HF 2351 would not be 

taken up in the full Judiciary 

Committee, thus killing the bill 

for the session.  Rep. Holt, who 

was one of the 8 Republicans to 

cosponsor the bill, stated that he 

believed the rent control portion 

of the bill made it unpalatable to 

free market Republicans.  

 

 

Issue Not Totally Dead 
 

Neither HF 2351 nor SF 2238 

met the deadline for getting 

voted out of a committee.  These 

particular bills are dead.  But 

remember, these deadlines are 

there to winnow the amount of 

bills the legislature considers.  

Putting to rest ideas the 

legislature doesn’t want to deal 

with in a particular year.  

However, if legislative leaders 

change their minds, there are 

always procedures available to 

bring an issue back up.  That is 

especially true this year since HF 

638 is still on the House debate 

calendar, having already passed 

the House and Senate, though 

not in the same form. 

And negotiations are continuing 

throughout the remainder of the 

2020 session. But there is one 

significant difference: with the 

failure of HF 2351/SF2238, the 

manufactured housing industry 

is in a much stronger position to 
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negotiate.  Also, negotiations 

may not result in any kind of 

agreement. 

IMHA expects this issue to 

return next year and following 

years.  In the past, we had a fight, 

comparable to this year’s, every 

decade or so.  Somehow things 

feel different this time around. 

There is more organizing of 

tenants going on around the 

state. There are national groups 

coming in to assist tenants in 

organizing themselves. Similar 

legislative battles are being 

waged in other states around the 

country.  And with demonstrable 

bipartisan support in the 

legislature, Iowa tenants no 

doubt feel embolden to continue 

their efforts. 

 

 

Iowa Easily Reaches 500 

Orders 
 

It’s a big deal since Iowa hasn’t 

had 500 orders of manufactured 

homes since 2005.  That’s 13 

consecutive years under 500 

orders.  The official total for 

2019 was 581, an increase of 

25% over 2018.  Iowa ranked 8th 

in the U.S. in percentage of 

growth.  As for product mix, 

Iowa is a strong single sectioned 

home state with 417 homes, 

representing 72% of our orders. 

Iowa ranks 34th overall in the 

U.S. for orders of manufactured 

homes.  But, for single sectioned 

orders, Iowa ranks 27th.  For 

multi-sectioned homes, 164 

homes were ordered.  That’s 

28% of the product mix and gave 

us a ranking of 40th. 

 

 

Retail Sales 
 

According to Statistical Surveys, 

Inc., retail sales of manufactured 

homes in Iowa were only 217 

homes in 2019 down from 310 in 

2018. The surge in orders for 

2019 could be some replenishing 

of inventory, as well as 

communities buying new homes 

and renting them out. 

The top 6 retailers for the year, 

for new home sales, were as 

follows: (1) Sunrise Housing, 

Iowa Falls (2) Fawn Creek, 

Anamosa (3) Davis Homes, Mt 

Pleasant (4) Burds Housing, 

Peosta (4) Creston Mobile 

Homes, Creston (5) Eastgate 

MHP, Waterloo. 

 

 

Per Homes Funding 
 

Back in the 1970’s, IMHA 

adopted a special way to 

structure manufacturers’ dues.  

Manufacturers would add a 

certain amount of money to the 

invoice to reflect IMHA dues. 

Currently, the manufacturers’ 

dues are $150 per home, whether 

it’s single sectioned, multi-

sectioned, or modular. This 

program remains a substantial 

part of IMHA’s income. For 

2019 manufacturers’ dues were 

up almost 20%, up $15,150 to 

$92,850.  The top corporations 

for manufacturers’ dues in 2019 

were as follows: 1. Champion 

Homes 2. Clayton Homes 3. 

Cavco Homes 4. Adventure 

Homes 5. Commodore Homes 6. 

MHE 6. Wisconsin Homes 
 

 

Used Home Funding 
 

In the last quarter of 2009, 

IMHA instituted a used home 

funding program.  Members 

holding a retailer’s license were 

encouraged to remit either $100 

or $150 for each used home they 

sold. This program has been 

very helpful, especially some 

years in the last decade when 

new home orders were low.  The 

highest yearly total has been 

$32,650.   Last year, 2019, was 

the lowest so far with $17,500 

collected, a drop of 10% over the 

previous year. The program has 

two issues: we still don’t have 

enough member participation, 

and the supply of new homes has 

been below the 35 year average 

for the past 19 years.  Here are 

the top used home dues payers 

for 2019: 1.  Hames Homes 2. 

Flummerfelt Homes 3. Fawn 

Creek 3. Yes Communities 5. 

Brenton Communities 6. 

Century Homes 7. Bon Aire 
 

 

Formaldehyde Emissions 
 

On January 31, 2020, HUD 

published its final rule on 

formaldehyde emissions for 

manufactured homes. The final 

rule makes critical updates to the 

HUD Code and alleviates 

unnecessary burdens placed on 

manufactured homes that are not 

imposed on site-built homes 

despite the utilization of 

identical materials in the 

construction process.  

 The final rule eliminates the 

requirement that a Health Notice 

on formaldehyde emissions be 

prominently displayed in each 

manufactured home. The rule 

also requires manufacturers to 

include the following statement 

on the data plate: “The 

manufacturer certifies this home 

is compliant with the Title VI, 

Toxic Substances Control Act.” 

While this statement was not 

required on the data plate 

previously, many manufacturers 

have been including a similar 

statement for years. 


