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Negotiations between IMHA 

and Rep. Brian Lohse (R-

Bondurant) continued until the 

final days of the 88
th

 General 

Assembly which adjourned 

early Sunday afternoon on June 

14
th

.  The legislature had 

reconvened on June 3
rd

, after 

delaying the session in mid 

March because of the 

coronavirus. 

HF 638, a holdover bill from 

2019, was on the House 

calendar and eligible for debate 

until the end.  Proponents for 

changing the landlord/tenant 

law introduced new legislation 

in 2020 which did not advance 

out of either the Senate State 

Government Committee or the 

House Judiciary Committee.   

IMHA came close to making a 

deal with Rep. Lohse.  He 

insisted on wanting to delete the 

60 days’ non-renewal of lease 

provision.  IMHA had agreed to 

increasing penalties for certain 

illegal behaviors to match the 

penalties found in chapter 

562A.  IMHA had also agreed 

to controlling the price of water 

that landlords could charge to 

tenants.  This provision would 

also have solved a problem for 

MH landlords.  By redefining 

the terminology relative to the 

sale of water, this legislation 

could have cleared up the issue 

of requiring MH community 

owners to retest for water in 

communities hooked up to 

municipal water. 

There is little doubt that the 

2021 legislative session will 

again have bills on 

manufactured housing reform.  

Rep. Lohse, in his most recent 

newsletter, has already 

announced that manufactured 

housing reform will be his 

number one priority for the 

2021 session. 

The 89
th

 General Assembly will 

convene on January 11
th

, 2021. 

We will have had an election in 

November. There will be no 

carry over legislation from 

2020.   

 

 

MHPAC 

 

The Manufactured Housing 

Political Action Committee, 

MHPAC, has been in existence 

since 1982. That was a year 

when current IMHA member, 

Lowell Junkins, was the Senate 

Majority Leader.  When asked 

by IMHA’s first year lobbyist, 

Joe Kelly, what IMHA could do 

to become more effective, 

Junkins gave several 

suggestions, foremost among 

those was the formation of a 

political action committee.  The 

IMHA board of directors 

approved the recommendation 

and here we are in our 39
th

 year 

and 20
th

 election cycle.  

MHPAC has a major problem.  

We aren’t growing. Worse than 

that, we’re diminishing in 

participation. From 1992-1996 

MHPAC had over 100 member 

each year making contributions, 

averaging 120 members over 

this five year period, 

culminating in a high of 130 

members in 1996. 

In the past five years, MHPAC 

has averaged 41 members 

making contributions.  These 

members are making large 

contributions, averaging $730 

during the years of 2015-2019.  

We realize there has been a 

great deal of turnover in the 

IMHA membership over the 

years.  IMHA has not done a 

good enough job of informing 

new members about the 

importance of MHPAC. 

Sure, there is no guarantee that 

bad legislation won’t happen, 

irrespective of the money raised 

by MHPAC.  But, so long as 

there isn’t public financing of 

legislative campaigns, there will 

be legislative candidates asking 

for support from interest 

groups.  There will be scores of 

interest groups who are active 

in raising money for candidates 

and who are donating time and 

effort in helping candidates win. 

It’s an arena that manufactured 

housing members must continue 

to participate in. Members often 

want to know how much to 

contribute.  It’s not an easy 
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answer.  However, the more 

holdings you have in the state, 

the larger your contribution 

should be.  For example, if you 

own 1000 spaces and commit 

$3 per space for MHPC, the 

contribution would be $3000.  If 

you sell homes, you could 

commit some amount, say $100 

per new or used home sold. 

The key is to submit some 

amount of money to MHPAC.  

We need to get back to the days 

when we had more than 100 

members involved in the 

political activity of the 

association. 

 

 

KAREN COHEN v David 

Clark and 2800-1 LLC: 
Iowa Supreme Court Decision 

on Emotional Support 

Animals 

 

This June 30
th

 decision is not as 

illuminating as most landlords 

would like. It deals with the 

issue of what do you do when 

allowing a support animal 

which has a negative impact on 

another resident.  Here is the 

opening statement about the 

case written by Chief Justice 

Christiansen: “This case 

involves a tenant with pet 

allergies who moved into an 

apartment building due to its 

no-pets policy, a neighboring 

tenant who sought a waiver of 

the no-pets policy for his 

emotional support dog, and a 

landlord in a pickle trying to 

accommodate both of them.  In 

an attempt to please both 

parties, the landlord allowed the 

emotional support dog on the 

premises while requiring the 

two tenants to use different 

stairways and providing an air 

purifier for the tenant with pet 

allergies.  These measures 

failed to prevent the tenant from 

suffering allergic attacks.   

She sued the landlord and her 

neighboring tenant in small 

claims court for breach of the 

lease’s no-pets provision and 

interference with the quiet 

enjoyment of her apartment.  As 

a defense, the landlord asserted 

that its waiver of the no-pets 

policy was a reasonable 

accommodation that it had no 

choice but to grant under the 

Iowa Civil Rights Act (ICRA). 

The small claims court 

dismissed the case, concluding 

the landlord’s accommodations 

were reasonable.   

On appeal to the district court, 

the district court concluded the 

landlord should have denied the 

emotional support dog request 

due to the other tenant’s pet 

allergies but dismissed the case 

due to the uncertainty of the law 

governing reasonable 

accommodations for emotional 

support animals.  Both tenants 

filed applications for 

discretionary review, and the 

landlord filed a consent to 

discretionary review.  We 

granted discretionary review 

and retained the appeal.    

Under our highly fact-specific 

inquiry that balances the 

parties’ needs, we conclude the 

landlord’s accommodation of 

the emotional support dog was 

not reasonable because the 

tenant with pet allergies had 

priority in time and the dog’s 

presence posed a direct threat to 

her health.   

We also conclude that the 

tenant suffering allergic attacks 

was entitled to recover on her 

claims of breach of lease and 

breach of the covenant of quiet 

enjoyment and remand for an 

award of her requested damages 

of one month’s rent.  To be 

clear, our holding today is based 

on the specific facts of this case.  

Our balancing in this case is not 

a one-size-fits-all test that will 

create the same result under 

different circumstances, such as 

when the animal at issue is a 

service animal for a visually 

disabled person.  Nevertheless, 

the fact that the tenant with 

allergies was first in time and 

the dog posed a direct threat to 

her health tips the balance in her 

favor in this case.  Thus, we 

reverse the district court’s 

dismissal.”  

 

 

May Rent Survey Results 
 

IMHA surveyed members to see 

how the collection of rents went 

both in April and in May. 

Members responded better in 

April than in May, although 

there was enough response in 

May to get a good picture of 

how things were going. 

Over 4,000 spaces were 

represented in the April results.  

In May the total fell to 3149.  In 

May 88% of residents paid rent 

on time, compared to 89% in 

April.  10% paid late in May 

compared to 8% in April. 

A little over 1% didn’t pay, 

compared to 3% in April. 

 

 

Shipments 
 

Orders for HUD code 

manufactured homes were up 

37% in March and down 55% in 

April.  For the first third of the 

year, Iowa’s total is 180 orders, 

up 4 homes, or 2% from last 

year.  Iowa ranks 32
nd

 in the 

U.S. for orders overall: 28
th

 in 

single sectioned orders and 35
th
 

in multi-sectioned orders. 


