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No one was quite sure how it 

would work, but it did.  

IMHA’s 73rd annual meeting 

featured the same kind of 

format that previous in person 

meetings had: lots of 

informative seminars.  Missing 

was the informal part of the 

meeting, conversations in the 

hallways, at the reception, and 

during meals. Even though 

several members have 

commented that they could do 

work on the computer while 

listening to annual meeting 

speakers, we have every 

intention to bring back the in 

person meeting for the 74th 

annual meeting to be held in 

mid November at the Collins 

Rd Marriott Hotel in Cedar 

Rapids. 

 

 

Annual Meeting Sponsors 

 

23 sponsors stepped up to 

support the annual meeting.  

This infusion of money helped 

IMHA more than break even on 

the meeting. IMHA hired 

Applied Art & Technology to 

supply the technical expertise, 

along with the hardware needed 

to put on the meeting.  As you 

might imagine, it is not cheap. 

Here are our sponsors, and we 

thank them very much for their 

support. Platinum – Impact 

Communities, Bell Mac, Yes 

Communities, Strive 

Communities, Havenpark 

Communities, and RHP 

Properties. Gold – Berins 

Mortgage, Brenton 

Communities, Hazard Call, J & 

H Transportation, Skyline 

Homes, Clayton Homes 

Indiana, MH Village, Horizon 

Land Company, and Heartland 

Craftsman, LLC., Schult Homes 

Silver – Highland Homes, 21st 

Mortgage, Arthur J. Gallagher, 

Oxford Bank & Trust, Triad 

Financial, and Bonnavilla 

Homes Bronze – Greene Courte 

Partners 

 

 

Board Member Elections 

 

At the annual meeting, the 

following members were 

elected to three-year terms on 

the board: Mike Flummerfelt, 

David Kempen, Ed Cole, and 

Ed Kinkade.  The officers from 

2020 were elected to serve for 

another year:  Ed Kinkade, 

President; Matt Fay, Vice 

President; and Patty Pratt, 

Secretary/Treasurer. 
 

 

Elections 
 

The Iowa legislature became 

more Republican after the 

November elections as the 

Republicans picked up six seats, 

improving their margin from 

53-47 to 59-41.  This result was 

a surprise to many since 

political pundits were giving the 

Democrats a good chance at 

picking up 4 seats to take 

control.  In the Senate the 

Republicans maintained their 

32-18 margin.  One Senator, 

Mariannette Miller-Meeks, won 

the U.S. House seat formerly 

held by Congressman Dave 

Loebsack who retired.  Miller-

Meeks defeated Rita Hart, her 

colleague in the Iowa Senate, by 

a total of 6 votes, the closest 

race in the country.  Hart is 

appealing to the U.S. House 

which can investigate and has 

the power not to seat Miller-

Meeks to award the seat to Hart. 
 

 

Legislative Agenda 
 

After extensive review of 

legislative matters by the board, 

it was the consensus of the 

board to introduce legislation in 

2021 for the following topics: 

Make clarifying changes 

to the 2019 law on legal, non-

conforming use related to the 

continuing operation of 

manufactured housing 

communities. 

Change the water excise 

tax so that water utilities are 

always responsible for 

collecting the water excise tax 

and change the DNR definition 

INTERNET MEETING WORKS November- December 2020  

 2016 

 

http://www.iamha.org/
mailto:Joe@iamha.org
mailto:Becky@iamha.org


of what constitutes the sale of 

water. 

Reintroduce last year’s 

legislation on changes to the 

abandonment law and small 

claims court jurisdictional 

issues. 

 

Of course, a significant part of 

any legislative program is 

playing defense, keeping those 

laws already won in previous 

sessions of the legislature. 

 

 

2020 MHPAC Awards 
 

The Manufactured Housing 

Political Action Committee, 

MHPAC, was founded in 1982. 

IMHA would like to recognize 

members who have this year 

reached milestones in their 

giving. 

5 years: Neal Kurzner; 10 years: 

Lowell Junkins; 25 years: Ken 

Brenton, Doug/Lisa Greif; 30 

years, Jim Luther and Luther 

family. 

 

 

Your Ideas Wanted 
 

IMHA has as a goal to keep 

good stories coming with regard 

to manufactured housing, the 

product, and manufactured 

housing, the lifestyle.  Toward 

that end, IMHA has hired 

Andrew Clark, the principal at 

Spoke Communications.  Many 

of you saw his presentation at 

our annual meeting.  The IMHA 

board has given Andrew some 

ideas to keep the positive stories 

coming.  However, we would 

want the membership to contact 

us if you have a story idea for 

Andrew. 

 

Home Orders Strong 

Through October 

 

With the pandemic causing 

work disruptions, one would 

think orders of manufactured 

housing would be dramatically 

down.  However, through 

October, home orders are up by 

38 homes or 8%, from 483 to 

521. September orders were 

especially strong with an 

increase of 95% over last 

September, from 39 home 

orders to 76, ranking Iowa 8th 

nationally in actual increase of 

orders. 

Iowa remains a strong single 

sectioned home state with 71% 

of the orders. Iowa ranks 32nd in 

the U.S. for home orders 

through October. Iowa’s 

national ranking for single 

sectioned homes is 27th for the 

year. Multi-sectioned orders are 

34th in the U.S. for the year.  

Last year Iowa retailers and 

builders ordered 581 HUD code 

homes.  If November and 

December orders hold up, there 

is a good chance of breaking 

600 orders this year. 

 

 

Heather Jones: City 

Council Member 
 

IMHA board member, Heather 

Jones, was recently appointed 

as a council person for the city 

of Stanwood, Iowa.  IMHA 

congratulates Heather for 

stepping up to accept this 

appointment. A council person 

resigned with a year left on her 

term.  No citizen petitioned for 

a special election, allowing the 

city council to appoint 

someone.  Three citizens sent in 

letters requesting to be 

considered for the appointment. 

All three were invited to make 

personal comments as to why 

they should be appointed. 

Heather was asked to speak 

first. Those of you who know 

Heather realize that she is a 

good speaker and is passionate 

about those things she has an 

interest in. Increasingly politics 

has captured her interest. After 

Heather spoke, the second 

candidate, Kim Pierce, 

withdrew her candidacy and 

threw her support behind 

Heather.  The third candidate 

didn’t bother to show up for the 

meeting.  Therefore, Heather 

was appointed, sworn in, and 

took her seat at the table.  

Heather joins a group of at least 

5 other IMHA members who 

have served in city government 

over the years.  It could be that 

I’m leaving some out, but 

IMHA records show the 

following people, all who 

eventually rose to be mayors of 

their communities: Hugo 

Hagen, Nevada; Howard 

Hammond, Slater; Gerald 

Horkheimer, Hazelton; Lowell 

Bauer, Burlington; and Gale 

Van Alstine, Ft. Dodge. 

 

 

Congress Reaches Deal 

on Funding 
 

Congress has reached an 

agreement on the budget. 

Included is 25 billion dollars for 

rental assistance. Eligible 

renters would be able to receive 

assistance with rent and utility 

payments, since the beginning 

of the pandemic, as well as 

other housing expenses that 

were incurred. Once a renter 

qualifies for assistance, the 

administering entity would send 

the payment directly to the 

landlord. Also, the eviction 

moratorium is being extended 

from December 31 to January 

31. 


