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Set 
Iowa retailers ordered 10 more 

homes in 2020 than in 2019, 

from 581 to 591, up 1.7%.  We 

were ready to break 600 homes, 

but December came along and 

Iowa was second worst in the 

country in dropping orders from 

last December, from 52 to 29. 

Ohio was the worst, dropping 51 

orders. Indiana and Minnesota 

also joined the top 10 states in 

having a poor December.  On the 

other hand, Kansas led the 

country in increased orders, up 

123 over last December.  

Missouri was 7th best with an 

increase of 68 homes. 

In November Iowa orders were 

down from 46 in 2019 to 41.  For 

the year Iowa’s 591 orders 

ranked Iowa 33rd among the 

states.  Our 420 single sectioned 

orders were 27th and multi-

sectioned orders put us at 35th. 

 

 

Landlord Tenant Bill 

Voted Out of House 

Judiciary 

 

HF 442, a bill, as originally 

written, IMHA is registered 

against, was voted out of House 

Judiciary Committee on March 

4th.  IMHA suggested, and Rep. 

Brian Lohse (R-Bondurant), 

accepted a procedure wherein 

the Committee only voted to 

move the title of the bill out of 

committee.  It’s a rarely used 

technique, but one that seemed 

appropriate for this bill. HF 442 

is so poorly drafted that even the 

Attorney General registered as 

“undecided” on the bill, even 

though many of the ideas in the 

bill are from the Attorney 

General. 

But make no mistake about it.  

HF 442 has momentum.  For a 

while the strong communication 

from IMHA members had 

temporarily stopped the bill after 

it moved out of subcommittee on 

a 3-0 vote. Rep. Lohse was able 

to turn around some votes 

originally committed to IMHA. 

Last year a similar bill died in 

committee.  That bill had rent 

control in it. 

 

 

What Now? 

 

After the bill died last year, 

IMHA continued negotiating 

with Rep. Lohse because there 

was an amendable bill on the 

calendar throughout the end of 

the session.  This year there is a 

live title on the calendar. Even if 

there weren’t amendable bills on 

the calendar, the Iowa House 

allows members to vote to 

suspend the rules in order to 

amend bills that aren’t germane 

for that amendment. 

Consequently, with all these 

options available to Rep. Lohse, 

we would have continued 

talking to Lohse, even if HF 442 

had not been voted out of 

committee. By the way, HF 442 

has become a committee bill and 

will receive a new bill number. 

The strategy that makes the most 

sense now in the House is to 

continue working to craft a bill 

the industry can live with. 

IMHA has had a run of 42 

consecutive years of keeping 

chapter 562B primarily the way 

it was on January 1, 1979, except 

for a few changes that IMHA 

convinced the legislature to 

change, or changes compelled 

by court decisions. It’s naïve to 

think that no future changes will 

be made except for ones IMHA 

suggests. 

It’s feasible that HF 442 could 

be killed in the Senate both this 

year and next year.  However, 

achieving this would come at a 

substantial cost.  It’s not the 

Executive Vice President’s call 

to make. It’s the membership’s 

and board of directors’ call to 

make.  The Executive Vice 

President does have a duty to 

give the best advice he has.  That 

advice is for IMHA to try to get 

a bill passed this year. A 

compromise made this year will 

be better for IMHA than one 

made next year or any following 

year. We may not reach a 

satisfactory compromise this 

year. But we certainly need to be 

seen as giving it our best effort 

and acting in good faith. 
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SF 403 

 

SF 403 is the same bill as HF 

442. The situation has changed 

dramatically since last year 

when the bill had 30 Senators as 

cosponsors.  This year’s bill has 

one sponsor – Senator Carrie 

Koelker (R- Dyersville).  SF 403 

has been sent to State 

Government Committee, and the 

bill assigned to Senator Dan 

Dawson (R-Council Bluffs), 

subcommittee chair.  Also 

assigned to the subcommittee 

are Senator Jason Schultz (R- 

Schleswig) and Senator Tony 

Bisignano (D- Des Moines). 

There has been no subcommittee 

meeting on SF 403. 

 

 

SF 469: Legal Non-

Conforming Use 

 

In 2019 IMHA asked the 

legislature to pass HF 701 which 

essentially codified positive 

Iowa Supreme Court rulings on 

legal, non-conforming uses. In 

our world, it’s building a lease 

community for our homes; and 

as time passes, the standards for 

building a MH community 

become different from when you 

first built it. Cities and counties 

will tell us that we can keep our 

communities, but we can’t 

replace any homes.  Obviously, 

this is a recipe for disaster. 

HF 701 became law, but a few 

cities have been finding ways to 

circumvent the meaning of the 

law.  That’s the reason this year 

for the introduction of SF 469, 

formerly SSB 1165. SSB 1165 

passed out of Senate State 

Government Committee on an 

11-4 vote. After becoming a 

committee bill, it was given a 

new bill number of SF 469. 

Here is an analysis written by 

Jodie McDougal:  “The existing 

law provides, in its simplest 

form, that a nonconforming use-

-which is one that lawfully 

existed prior to the time an 

ordinance was enacted and 

continues after the enactment of 

the ordinance even though the 

use fails to comply with the 

restrictions of the ordinance--

creates a vested right in the 

continuation of the 

nonconforming use, except 

when the nonconforming use is 

abandoned, is substantially 

enlarged or extended, or must be 

discontinued for safety of life or 

property reasons. (See City of 

Des Moines v. Ogden, 909 

N.W.2d 417, 423–24 (Iowa 

2018)   

 

 

Housing Industry Leader 

Joins MHI 
 

The Manufactured Housing 

Institute, MHI, is pleased to 

announce that housing industry 

leader Megan Booth has joined 

MHI as Senior Vice President of 

Policy. With more than three 

decades of experience in the 

federal housing and financing 

sectors, Booth will help advance 

the industry’s policy priorities. 

Her excellent reputation on both 

sides of the aisle in Congress, the 

Administration and at the federal 

agencies such as HUD, FHA, 

and Treasury, and her expertise 

navigating housing policy 

successfully for the National 

Association of REALTORS® 

(NAR) for more than two 

decades, will be extremely 

beneficial to MHI and its 

members in advancing policies 

that strengthen the industry. 

At NAR she worked on federal 

housing and commercial policy 

issues including FHA mortgage 

insurance, appraisal and 

valuation, the government 

sponsored enterprises (Fannie 

Mae/Freddie Mac), zoning, and 

multifamily and property 

management issues. As the 

legislative liaison for the 

Institute of Real Estate 

Management (IREM), she 

worked closely on real estate 

management matters including 

resident issues, rent control, fair 

housing, and assistance animals. 

 

 

Top Iowa Manufacturers 
 

Here are the top manufactured 

housing corporations ranked by 

the amount of per unit payment 

($150 per home) remitted to 

IMHA. Inside the parenthesis is 

the 2019 ranking. 

1. (1) Champion Homes 

2. (2) Clayton Homes 

3. (4) Adventure Homes 

4. (3) Cavco Homes 

5. (6) MHE 

6. (7) Wisconsin Homes 

7. (5) Commodore Homes 

8. (NA) Chief Custom 

Homes 

9. (NA) Northstar Systems 

Built 

 

 

2021 74th Annual Meeting 

Dates and Location 
 

Mark your calendars! IMHA is 

planning on holding an in person 

annual meeting on November 

14th and 15th.  The meeting will 

be held at the Cedar Rapids 

Marriott in Cedar Rapids.  No 

details have been finalized yet, 

but details will be sent out later 

this summer.  


