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 Attached with this newsletter, 

you will find more information 

about the used homes funding 

program at IMHA.  We realize 

that we have many new owners 

from the time this program was 

implemented. And you may not 

realize that we even have such a 

program.  The attached infor-

mation will give you the 

reasoning behind the program.  

Also attached is an authorization 

form so that you can join your 

colleagues in supporting the 

used homes program. 

Here are the rankings for 2020 

based on the amount of money 

remitted by participating Iowa 

retailers.  The rankings don’t 

reflect the number of used 

homes sold.  They reflect the 

amount of money submitted.  

The inside number will be the 

2019 ranking. 

Members can choose from $150 

a home or $100 per used home 

sold. If you’re selling used 

homes, we’d love to have you 

join the team effort. 

1. (1)Hames Homes 

2. (4)Yes Communities 

3. (2)Flummerfelt Homes 

4. (3)Fawn Creek 

5. (5)Brenton Communities 

6. (6)Century Homes 

7. (8)Ripley’s 

8. (10)Sunrise Housing 

9. (11)Joanne Stevens 

 

 

 

Legislature Winding 

Down 

 

As this newsletter is being 

written, the Iowa legislature is 

nearing the end of the 2021 

session, the first year of the two 

year 89th General Assembly.  For 

IMHA the session is already 

over.  HF 833, the anti-

manufactured housing bill, 

moved out of the House 

Judiciary Committee, but did not 

receive a floor vote in the House.  

On April 15th, the bill, along 

with 60 others, was sent back 

from the House debate calendar 

to respective House committees. 

In the case of HF 833, it was sent 

back to the Judiciary Committee.  

The Senate companion bill, SF 

403, for the second consecutive 

year, did not have even a 

subcommittee meeting. 

This latter fact shows the 

immense difference between the 

House and Senate.  Speaker Pat 

Grassley has informed IMHA 

that there is strong support in the 

House Republican caucus to 

pass HF 833, or some 

comparable bill. It’s not just 

Representative Brian Lohse 

wanting a bill passed.  Such 

support does not exist among 

Senate Republicans.  

Even if HF 833 passes the House 

in 2022, it is highly unlikely that 

Senate leadership would 

consider the bill. 

SF 469: Legal Non-

Conforming Use 

 

IMHA’s bill to modify Iowa law 

on legal non-conforming use 

regarding the placement of 

homes into older manufactured 

housing communities passed the 

Senate, but the bill will not be 

considered by the House this 

year. Rep. Brian Lohse stopped 

SF 469 by filing amendment H-

1331, which is what he wants for 

chapter 562B reform.  Since the 

matter is so controversial, 

Speaker Grassley decided not to 

bring up SF 469 and dispense 

with Rep. Lohse’s amendment 

which is not germane to SF 469.  

After a non-germane ruling, 

Rep. Lohse could have called for 

a motion to dispense with the 

rules.  That motion would have 

required a vote. Therefore, a 

decision was made to wait until 

next year for SF 469. 

 

Landlord Friendly 

Legislation 

 

There are a couple of pro 

landlord bills moving this 

session. SF 252, a bill to prevent 

cities and counties from 

requiring landlords to accept 

section 8 vouchers, has passed 

both the House and Senate on 

straight party line votes. SF 252 

has been enrolled, or legally 

prepared to be sent to the 
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Governor’s office for 

consideration. While the 

legislature is in session, the 

Governor’s office works with 

the legislature on the timing of 

sending bills down for her 

consideration.  Once a bill gets 

to the Governor, the Governor 

has 3 days to determine whether 

to sign it.  When the session 

ends, bills going to the 

Governor’s office have a 

timeline of 30 days for 

consideration. 

SF 252 is expected to be signed. 

The legislation would prevent 

any city or county from enacting 

an ordinance requiring 

participation in section 8 which 

has always been a voluntary 

program.  For the three cities that 

have enacted it earlier, and have 

clients using it under a 

mandatory program, those cities 

(Des Moines, Iowa City, 

Marion) have until January 1, 

2023 so that existing contracts 

can be fulfilled. The major part 

of SF 252 goes to code sections 

which limit a local government’s 

home rule authority. SF 252 also 

defines “dwelling unit” to be the 

definition found in chapter 

562A. In addition, MH 

community owners leasing out 

both the house and land are 

governed by chapter 562A. 

Manufactured housing certainly 

meets the definition of dwelling 

units. There is a small chance 

that a city might require a 

voucher to be used if the 

applicant owned the home and 

wanted to lease the developed 

space.  

HF 866 is a bill that the Iowa 

Apartment Alliance introduced. 

The bill has four provisions that 

IAA wanted, and the Iowa 

ACLU has successfully 

amended the bill to deal with 

sealing certain court records.  

HF 866 has provisions that only 

apply to manufactured housing 

members who rent out both the 

home and land.  For example, if 

the bill becomes law, late 

charges on rent will be going up. 

For monthly rent that exceeds 

$1400 per month, the late fee can 

be as much as 2% of the rent 

daily and not more than 10% of 

the rent for the month. 

Therefore, if the monthly rent is 

$1500, the daily amount could 

be $30 per day with a month cap 

of $150. The other benefit of this 

system is that it’s on a 

percentage basis and will go up 

as rent goes up. 

HF 866 has a provision allowing 

landlords some flexibility in 

dealing with residents or 

applicants who have emotional 

support animals. HF 866 would 

allow the landlord to offer 

alternative units for rent. 

In another provision of HF 866, 

the bill would overturn a finding 

in the Iowa high court decision 

of Staley v Barkalow in 2013.  

The provision in question deals 

with illegal provisions in a lease.  

The Barkalow decision stated 

that having an illegal provision 

in a lease is “using” that 

provision whether it was 

enforced or not.  HF 866 changes 

the definition so that “uses” 

would mean willfully enforcing 

the illegal provision. As you 

may recall, the court decision 

made class action suits easier for 

illegal lease provisions. 

It’s still not a good idea to have 

illegal provisions in your leases.  

However, HF 866, if ultimately 

passed by the legislature and 

signed by the Governor, would 

protect those who have illegal 

provisions but have never used 

them, and may have forgotten 

about them. Under today’s law, 

an enterprising attorney, upon 

learning about such a flawed 

document, could round up 

existing tenants and former 

tenants to create a class action 

lawsuit. HF 866 would stop that 

type of activity. 

 

 

Congressional Hearing 

About Affordable 

Housing 
 

HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge 

has testified before the Senate 

Appropriations Committee. She 

talked about the importance of 

FHA financing. Equally 

important, she talked about the 

need to address exclusionary 

zoning and harmful land use 

policies at the local level. These 
practices have a negative impact 

on the availability of housing, 

including manufactured hous-

ing.  As Congress continues its 

consideration of ways to address 

the nation’s affordable housing 

shortage, MHI has been working 

with champions in Congress 

about how manufactured 

housing should be a part of the 

affordable housing solutions 

they are developing. 

During the Senate Approp-

riations Committee hearing 

about President Biden’s 

“American Jobs Plan,” which 

includes $213 billion for 

housing infrastructure, Secretary 

Fudge raised manufactured 

housing as an affordable housing 

option. She also talked about the 

proposed $5 billion grant 

program to incentivize 

jurisdictions to make changes to 

their local zoning laws, which 

MHI has supported. Secretary 

Fudge emphasized that the grant 

program will help to encourage 

states to make it easier to 

develop equitable, affordable 

housing. 


