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The IMHA Board of Directors 

is performing a function it 

hasn’t done in almost 40 years: 

searching for a new Executive 

Vice President.  After going 

through 40 legislative sessions 

and almost 40 years of 

managing IMHA, Joe Kelly 

informed the IMHA board that 

he would like to retire no later 

than the end of the year.  

However, he will remain until a 

replacement is found. 

The only board members left 

who remember the 1981 hiring 

process are lifetime board 

members, Dave Ripley and Jim 

Dyer.  Ripley spearheaded the 

process in 1981. He was 

President of IMHA at the time. 

Then ExVP Harvey Logan left 

suddenly. Ripley found himself 

both running the association as 

interim executive director as 

well as leading the search 

committee while also managing 

his business in Muscatine, Iowa. 

Ripley told the board at its June 

15
th

 meeting that there were 17 

applicants for the job when it 

was vacant in 1981. We’re 

hopeful to have that much 

interest again in 2021.  If that’s 

the case, we should be able to 

attract some highly qualified 

candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Wrap Up 

 

The Governor has 30 days to 

sign bills sent to her office after 

the legislative session has been 

completed.  That time span has 

passed.  Governor Reynold 

signed SF 252 on April 30.  SF 

252 limits the home rule 

authority of cities and counties 

by disallowing ordinances 

which would require landlords 

to accept section 8 vouchers. 

This program, administered by 

HUD, has been voluntary 
throughout its existence. In 

Iowa, the cities of Marion, Des 

Moines, and Iowa City enacted 

local ordinances requiring the 

acceptance of the housing 

vouchers. SF 252 allows these 

three cities until the beginning 

of 2023 to close their programs.  

The remaining cities and 

counties in Iowa are prevented 

from enacting local section 8 

ordinances. 

HF 866, the pro landlord bill 

introduced by the Iowa 

Apartment Alliance, was not 

addressed by the full Senate 

before the session ended. We 

reviewed HF 866 quite 

extensively in the last 

newsletter; however, we did 

leave out one provision.  It’s a 

provision negating the 

peaceable possession law, 

648.16, when the landlord does 

the following: “However, this 

section does not apply to a 

landlord that notifies a tenant in 

writing of a breach of a 

financial obligation under a 

rental agreement entered into 

under chapter 562A and the 

landlord’s intent to enforce such 

provision.” As you will note, 

this provision only applies to 

manufactured housing landlords 

who are renting both the house 

and the land, thus coming under 

chapter 562A. 

HF 866 passed the House on a 

vote of 58-35 on April 14
th

.  HF 

866 was approved by a Senate 

Ways & Means subcommittee.  

The bill will be eligible for 

debate next year. 

 

 

Mfg Housing Orders Up 

in 2021 

 

For the first four months of the 

year, Iowa retailers have 

ordered more homes than last 

year’s comparable month in 

three of the months, showing a 

decline in only February when 

37 homes were ordered, 

compared to 41 the previous 

year. January had a boost of 10 

homes, from 43 to 53 for a 23% 

increase. March has been the 

best month for orders with 120 

homes compared to 66 in the 

previous year, an increase of 

82%.  April was another strong 

month with 48 homes ordered 
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compared to 30 in 2020, an 

increase of 60%. 

For the year, 258 homes have 

been ordered, compared to 180 

last year, for an increase of 

43%.  Only 13 states had a 

higher growth rate than Iowa so 

far this year.  Nationally orders 

are up about 12%. 

Iowa is still a single sectioned 

home state with 73% of the 

orders being single sectioned. 

Our region is at 59% while 

national single sectioned homes 

are 42% of the orders. 

 

 

Law Firm Members 

 
IMHA has more law firm 

members now than we’ve ever 

had.  We have four. 

Of course, Dentons (Davis 

Brown) in Des Moines has been 

a member for a minimum of 43 

years. Jodie McDougal is the 

key contact. 

The Carney Appleby firm in 

Des Moines is a member.  Katie 

Raisch is the contact there. 

The McGinn, Springer and 

Noethe firm in Council Bluffs is 

a member.  The contact is Kyle 

McGinn. 

The Cedar Rapids firm of 

Nazette, Marner, Nathanson and 

Shea is a member.  The key 

contact is Greg Usher. 

We are familiar with these firms 

and know that they do 

manufactured housing legal 

work including landlord/tenant 

law. 

If you have a legal firm you’ve 

worked with, and that’s not on 

this list, feel free to share that 

information with IMHA. 

Attached to this newsletter is an 

article submitted by attorney, 

Kyle McGinn.  

 

Hall of Fame 
 

 After many years of waiting, 

the leaders at the MH/RV Hall 

of Fame have pulled it off.  

There is a special wing being 

built dedicated to exclusively to 

the history and growth of the 

manufactured housing industry.  

The recreational vehicle 

industry has been quicker to get 

their funding together and to 

build their area of the complex. 

The IMHA board of directors 

voted to support the building 

campaign with a $5,000 

contribution.  The birth of the 

industry started in the Midwest, 

with notable leaders in Indiana, 

Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

The Hall of Fame is located in 

Elkhart, Indiana, just off 
Interstate 80/90.   A key person 

in getting the manufactured 

housing special wing built is 

Jim Scoular whose father Ralph 

started Iseman Homes.  Jim’s 

son, Jeff, is the third generation 

of the Scoular’s in the 

manufactured housing business. 

Jim has given $50,000 for the 

building effort, and the Scoular 

family has invested another 

$200,000.  Sun Communities 

has contributed $25,000 and 

Yes Communities $20,000.  As 

for other IMHA members who 

have contributed so far: Clayton 

Homes, $300,000; Cavco, 

$100,000; and 

Champion/Skyline, $20,000. 

No matter what amount you can 

afford to give, we’re sure the 

Hall of Fame would appreciate 

your gift. The mailing address is 

as follows: RV/MH Hall of 

Fame, 21565 Executive 

Parkway, Elkhart, Indiana 

46514-9693 

 

 

 

MHPAC Contributions 

 
The Manufactured Political 

Action Committee, MHPAC, is 

off to a good start. Members 

who have given in the past have 

already received a letter asking 

them to give again, hopefully 

matching the previous year’s 

contribution or exceeding it, if 

that’s possible. 

Here are the 23 members who 

have contributed $27,855 so far 

this year: Barbara Hames, 

Charlotte Brown, Cletus 

Gerardy, Dave Cunningham, 

Dave Reynolds, David Ripley, 

Ed Kinkade, Frank Weeks, 

Frank Rolfe, Heather Jones, Jim 

McInnis, Jon Sibley, Wade 

Glahn, Joy Wulf, Ken Brenton, 

Kevin Alberhasky, Mark 

Coleman, Mike Flummerfelt, 

Monte Burrell, Neal Kurzner, 

Paul/Lois Shook, T. J. Taylor, 

and Troy Hames. 

 

 

H.R. 3333 

 
Rep. Cindy Axne, D-IA, 

introduced H. R. 3333 on May 

19 of this year.  Checking on 

the progress of the bill, there are 

only two other members of the 

House who have signed on with 

Axne:  Representative Ro 

Khanna, D-CA and Rep. 

Suzanne Bonamici, D-OR. 

The idea behind the bill is that 

anyone wanting to use federal 

programs to borrow money to 

purchase or to make 

improvements to a manu-

factured housing community 

would have to offer residents a 

lease with certain protections 

for the residents. 

 


