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On April 19, the Iowa Senate 

passed HF 2562 - the 

manufactured 

housing omnibus negotiated 

between IMHA and Rep. Brian 

Lohse (R-Bondurant). For all 

intents and purposes, the bill 

passed the Legislature on a 

partisan basis. It will now go to 

Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) for her 

signature or veto, which will likely 

take more than a month due to the 

end of session signing deadlines. 

Manufactured housing is the 

largest source of unsubsidized 

housing in Iowa. These 

communities provide a safe, 

affordable home for thousands of 

working Iowans.  

Since 2019, some have argued for 

the need to increase legal 

protections for people living in 

manufactured housing 

communities. In recognition of 

these calls for reform, the bill 

increases the notice requirement 

period for rent increases from 60 to 

90 days, increases notice 

requirements for nonrenewal of 

leases from 60 to 90 days, requires 

community owners to provide 

written notice to individuals denied 

an initial lease, requires written 

documentation for all home sales, 

prohibits community owners from 

requiring home owners to modify 

their homes in ways that make 

them unable to move, and makes it 

clear that when parks are sold, the 

new community owners have the 

same legal requirements and 

obligations as previous community 

owners. 

The bill also clarifies and 

standardizes provisions of state 

law related to the definition of rent, 

zoning issues, and procedure for 

abandoned homes. These 

provisions will standardize policies 

and procedures for owners of 

manufactured housing 

communities across the state. 

A full summary of the bill was 

prepared by IMHA General 

Counsel Jodie McDougal and is 

available here. 

We believe this bill strikes the 

right balance between homeowners 

and community owners. Iowa 

needs affordable housing in all 

parts of the state. This bill will 

help ensure that manufactured 

housing stays part of the affordable 

housing landscape in Iowa. 

Legislature Passes Gov. Reynolds 

workforce bills – which include 

MH Inspection Language and 

Changes to Unemployment 

As the Legislature continues to 

work toward the end of the 

legislative session, it passed two 

priority bills for Gov. Reynolds. 

The first bill, _________, included 

numerous policy ideas to help get 

Iowans back to work. For IMHA 

members, the bill included 

language that 

_________________________. 

Additionally, the Legislature 

passed ______________. This bill 

reduced the number of weeks that 

Iowans are eligible to collect 

unemployment payments from 26 

weeks to 16 weeks. 

Both bills now go to Gov. Kim 

Reynolds (R) for her signature or 

veto, which will likely take more 

than a month due to the end of 

session signing deadlines. 

Member News: Havenpark 

Communities Provides College 

Scholarship to Resident in Iowa 

IMHA member Havenpark 

Communities awarded $155,000 in 

academic scholarships to residents 

of its communities. The 

scholarships are part of 

Havenpark’s Education Success 

program which offers financial 

support, mentoring, and other 

education initiatives to increase 

education access and opportunity 

for residents. Each scholarship 

recipient will receive up 

to $10,000 per year and may be 

renewed for three additional years 

or until a bachelor's degree is 

earned. 
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2022 Scholarship winners hail 

from: Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, 

Nebraska, North Carolina, 

Oklahoma, Texas, and Wyoming. 

In Iowa, Havenpark Communities 

awarded a scholarship to a resident 

from Coralville, Iowa. 

Northmaq: Manufactured 

Housing Market Hits New Highs 

to Close 2021  

The national manufactured 

housing market continued to 

improve in the fourth quarter. 

Occupancy rates rose and rents 

advanced. Demand is elevated and 

shipments of new units accelerated. 

The investment market gained 

momentum with more properties 

trading and prices pushing higher.  

Occupancy rose for the sixth 

consecutive quarter, inching up 10 

basis points to 94 percent. The rate 

advanced 60 basis points in 2021, 

offsetting a modest decline in the 

preceding year.  

Rents rose 4.4 percent in 2021, 

outpacing a gain of 3.8 percent one 

year earlier. Rents ended 

the year at $593 per month. All 

regions in the country recorded 

rent increases for the year, with the 

strongest gains recorded in the 

West and the Southwest regions.  

 

The year closed on an upswing for 

investment activity. More 

properties sold during the fourth 

quarter than during any three-

month period in more than a 

decade. Prices rose in 2021; the 

median price reached $45,700 per 

space. Cap rates compressed 

throughout the year, averaging 5.9 

percent for the year and 5.1 

percent in the fourth quarter.  

For more information, visit here. 

 

 

 

 


